STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 27B
PROSECUTORIAL DISTRICT 39

COUNTY OF CLEVELAND
COUNTY OF LINCOLN

Cleveland County Record No. 20-R-95
Lincoln County Record No. 20-R-20
IN RE: CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

)
)
Calendaring Guidelines & Procedures )
of the District and Superior Courts of )
Cleveland and Lincoln Counties
)
_______________________________ )

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

The undersigned Senior Resident Superior Court Judge and Chief District Court Judge for Judicial
District 27B enter this administrative order in response to recent pronouncements by Governor Roy
Cooper and Chief Justice Cheri Beasley relating to the current coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic.
Governor Cooper declared a state of emergency on March 10, 2020. On March 13, 2020, Chief Justice
Beasley issued a directive that all Superior Court and District Court proceedings be scheduled or
rescheduled for a date no sooner than thirty (30) days from this date, with certain exceptions. In those
excepted cases, the courts should operate in a manner that will minimize personal contacts between
persons and limit the size of gatherings of people in courthouse facilities.
IT APPEARING TO THE COURT that, in declaring a state of emergency, Governor Cooper
recognized that the “NC DHHS recommends that people at high risk of severe illness from COVID-19
avoid large groups of people as much as possible.” Furthermore, the Governor recognized that the “people
at high risk of severe illness" are “adults over sixty-five (65) years, those with underlying health
conditions including heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes, or with weakened immune systems.”
Additionally, Governor Cooper made by public announcement on March 13, 2020 to urge all citizens to
comply with the directive of gatherings containing one hundred (100) or more people in North Carolina
be discontinued.
AND IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THE COURT that the NC DHHS recommends for “Mass
Gathering Events" that the event organizers, in part: (1) Urge everyone who is sick not to attend, (2)
Encourage those who are at high risk, as described above, not attend, (3) Find ways to give people more
physical space to limit close contact as much as possible, and (4) Encouraged attendees to wash hands
frequently.
AND IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THE COURT that Chief Justice Beasley, in implementing
the prior declaration of Governor Cooper, recognized that normal court operations will almost always
necessitate “gatherings containing more than one hundred (100) people” in one building, as well as
routinely requiring persons (especially jurors) to be in close physical proximity to each other, thereby
creating greater risks of transmission of communicable disease or infections. Further, the Chief Justice
directed that all Superior Court and District Court proceedings should be scheduled or rescheduled to a
date no sooner than thirty (30) days from March 13, 2020, unless:
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1. The proceeding will be conducted remotely;
2. The proceeding is necessary to preserve the right to due process of law (e.g., a first appearance
or other bond hearing, appointment of counsel for an indigent defendant, probation hearing, or
probable cause hearing);
3. The proceeding is for the purpose of obtaining emergency relief (e.g., a domestic violence
protection order, temporary restraining order, juvenile custody order, judicial consent to
juvenile medical treatment order, or civil commitment order); or
4. The senior resident superior court judge, chief business court judge, or chief district court
judge determines that the proceeding can be conducted under conditions that protect the health
and safety of all participants.
AND IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THE COURT that Article 1, Section 18 of the North
Carolina Constitution provides: “Court shall be open. All courts shall be open; every person for an injury
done him in his lands, goods, person, or reputation shall have remedy by due course of law; and right and
justice shall be administered without favor, denial, or delay.”
IN CARRYING OUT THESE ORDERS, the Chief Justice has directed that all non-essential, nontime sensitive and non-constitutional mandated courts be suspended for the next thirty (30) days and that
each local group of courthouse officials carry out this directive while maintaining and honoring the
constitutional duty of the courts to remain open to the public and to continue to guarantee to all persons
the protections, rights and liberties afforded under the North Carolina Constitution and the Constitution of
the United States.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:
1. Effective immediately, it is ordered that the commencement of any and all jury trials in District
and Superior Courts in Judicial District 27B be suspended for a period of at least thirty (30)
days from the entry of this Order
2. That any juror summoned to appear as a juror in any criminal and/or civil court session is
hereby deferred to a later date. New notices of the later date will be mailed to jurors when the
deferment date arises. Letters will be furnished by the office of the Clerk of Superior Court
notifying each juror of this deferment of service.
3. That any previously calendared criminal and civil Superior Court trials are hereby continued
beyond the date of April 15, 2020.
4. The District Attorney and the Clerk of Court shall be responsible for keeping track of all
criminal cases continued pursuant to provisions of the Directives of the Chief Justice, this
Administrative Order and pursuant to the regular responsibilities for tracking and calendaring
of criminal cases. New trial or hearing dates may be assigned by the District Attorney, by
order of the appropriate court or determined by court at a later time.
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5. The District Court Trial Court Coordinator and Clerk of Court shall be responsible for keeping
track of all District Court civil cases continued pursuant to provisions of the Directives of the
Chief Justice, this Administrative Order and pursuant to the regular responsibilities for
tracking and calendaring of civil cases. New trial or hearing dates may be assigned by the
District Court Trial Court Coordinator, by order of the appropriate court or determined by
court at a later time.
6. The Superior Court Trial Court Coordinator and Clerk of Court shall be responsible for
keeping track of all Superior Court civil cases continued pursuant to provisions of the
Directives of the Chief Justice, this Administrative Order and pursuant to the regular
responsibilities for tracking and calendaring of civil cases. New trial or hearing dates may be
assigned by the Superior Court Trial Court Coordinator, by order of the appropriate court or
determined by court at a later time.
7. Anyone with an illness is strongly encouraged not to come to the courthouse.
8. Each of the undersigned judges shall seek input from other courthouse stakeholders in order to
implement additional criteria for protection of the public through efforts directed at increased
cleaning and sanitation of courthouse facilities, the details of which will be published at a later
time.
9. All persons working or entering the courthouse should wash their hands frequently.
10. This administrative order shall expire when the declared state of emergency expires or upon
further order of the Court.
This the 13th day of March 2020.

COPY

COPY

_____________________________________
/s/ Forrest D. Bridges
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge
Judicial District 27B

_____________________________________
/s/ Larry J. Wilson
Chief District Court Judge
Judicial District 27B
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