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I 

Second Judicial !District Remote Hearing Procedures 

I 

I 
Pursua t to G.S. § 7 A- ~.6, Judicial Officials may conduct almost all 

types of p ceedings (exce ~ jury trials) utilizing remote audio and video 
ns. The procee ,ing must allow the parties, the presiding Judicial 

Official, a all other parti 1ipants to see and hear one another. Judicial 
Officials" ust safeguard tie constitutional rights of those persons involved 
in tb-e pro eding and pres 

I 
rve the integrity of the judicial process." G.S. § 

7AA9.6(a). Each party to a! y proceeding involving audio and video 
transmissi n must be able 

I

o communicate fully and confidentially with his 
I 

or ]ier atto ney if the party '.s represented by an attorney. G.S. § 7A-49.6(b). 
' i 

This or er is not intend ;d to limit the court's authority to receive remote 
testimony ursuant to stat, tes that otherwise permit it, including G.S. §§ 

' I 
15A~1225. , lSA-1225.2, 1· A-1225.3, 20-139.1, 8C-1, Rule 616, S0A-111, 
and!52C-3 15(f). See G.S. 1 A-49.6(i). 

I 
: I 

As used in his order, the£ !llowing words have the listed meanings: 
i 

"Civil Pr 
anyjuv 

"Contac 
\\Thich t 

ceeding" mean I any civil action or special proceeding, including 
ile proceeding : r estate proceeding. 

I 
tial Hearing" :eans any proceeding closed to the public by law 
rt order. I 

Information" m I ans a participant's name, physical address from 
I 

participant is : articipating, e-mail address to be used in the 
earing invitatio , and phone number where the participant may 
d at the time o the hearing. 

t Hearing" mea s any hearing upon the issue of either civil or 
I 

on tempt. I 
' 

Proceeding" in 
1
1udes prosecution of both criminal offenses and 

s. I 
I 

"Bost," en used as an' un, means the clerk of superior court in the 
ere the Remot Hearing or Hybrid Hearing occurs, or his or her 

"Hybrid earing" means hearing where at least one participant 
participa es remotely usi I g Webex or other audio-visual application 
approve by the NCAOC, ~nd two or more participants are co-located. 
For the p rpose of this d !finition, only a party and their counsel who are 
ca-locate are deemed a Jingle participant. 

2 



j'Judici 1 Official" mean, a presiding magistrate, clerk, or judge of the 
' I Genera Court of Justic , . 

I 
~'Juven· e Delinquency :roceeding" means a proceeding involving a 
juvenil alleged to be u !disciplined or delinquent pursuant to Chapter 
7B oft e General Statu 

I 

es. 

'fin-Per 
~artici 

I 
on Hearing" me : ns a hearing where the Judicial Official and all 
nts are co-loca ed in the same physical space. 

'\Minor hild" means an 1 child under the age of eighteen unless legally 
emanci ated. I 

l 
Hearing" mean 

I 
any hearing in which no participant is co-

ith any other I rticipant, and the Judicial Official and all 
I 

nts are partici I ting via Webex or other audio-visual technology 
approve by the NCAOd For the purpose of this definition, only a party 

' I 

and the r counsel who a' e co-located are deemed a single participant. 
I 

means the pri !ary application approved by the NCAOC for 
earings and H :brid Hearings. 

I 
1. In-Person Hearings are P !esumed 

I 
It hearing met'. od for all case types, unless otherwise specified 
or determined: y the presiding Judicial Official, shall be In-

Person He ings. At any ti '.e prior to or during an In-Person Hearing, the 
Judfcial Of ·cial retains the ~iscretionary authority to conduct these 
hearings b Remote Hearin I in accordance with G.S. § 7A-49.6. 

a. C~vil Pr ceedings 

In-Person He ~ngs are presumed in Civil Proceedings, a party 
or P?-rties ay request a Re I ote Hearing by providing a motion to the Clerk 
of Court in istrict Court tters or the Court Manager in Superior Court 

I 

matters at ast 5 days befo; e the hearing and serving the other parties with 
the motion. The motion sha I describe the reason for the request, and the 

I 

physical lo tion(s) of the i ~ividual(s) while participating. Criminal and civil 
jury trials e not permitted Ito be conducted entirely remotely, except for 

I 
witn~ss tes ·many and jury : anagement functions, as described in Section 
9 of this or er. ' 

hearing by 
objects to s 
purs;uant t 

ial Official has , he discretionary authority to conduct the 
emote Hearing I ithout the need to find good cause. If a party 
ch a Remote H !aring, the following procedures shall apply 
G.S. § 7 A-49.6( 1 

). 
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rty objecting to Remote Hearing shall file with the court and 
I 

serve on t 
service of 
of the obje 
and in his 
whclther t 

e other parties ursuant to N.C. R. Civ. P. 5 at least 5 days after 
e request an o [jection or motion setting forth the specific basis 

I 

tion. The presi ing Judicial Official shall consider the objection, 
r her discretio I, make a written or recorded finding as to 

sta~utory 
pro¢edure 
Judicial 0 

party has sho , n good cause for the objection. There is no 
thority to mak 

I 
this good cause determination ex parte, so 

under N.C. R. 
1
iv. P. 7(b) should be followed. The presiding 

icial has discre :on to hear the objection remotely, if 
ally permissible I given the basis of the objection. If the presiding 
icial finds that pe party has demonstrated good cause for the 

obj~ction, e proceedings I all not be held remotely. If there is no objection, 
or if: there i an objection a~ d good cause is not shown, the presiding 
Jud~cial Of icial may condu 1 t the proceeding remotely unless otherwise 
dire~ted by the court. I 

I 
If an e rgency arises a I d a party objecting to a Remote Hearing is 

unable to ovide a written 1 bjection or motion as outlined above, the party 
I 

may make he objection or lly during a hearing or trial or at a session at 
I 

which a ca se is on the cal :ndar for that session in accordance with N.C. R. 
i I 

Civ. P. 5 7( )(1). Both the o 
1
al motion and ruling on the motion should be 

reco;rded. I granted, the Ju; icial Official shall direct the hearing be 
con~erted t an In-Person !earing, as provided above. 

i 
b. Ci-imina or Juvenile D Hnquency Proceedings 

I 
A;lthoug In-Person Hea :ngs are presumed in a Criminal Proceeding or 

Juvenile D inquency Proce : ding, a party or attorney may request a Remote 
Hea1;ing by roviding notice ~o the court and notifying the District Attorney 
and Clerk o Court at least ; days before the hearing and serving the other 
parties wit the motion. A timinal Proceeding or Juvenile Delinquency 
Proceeding hall not procee ; via a Remote Hearing except as authorized by 
G.S. § 7A-4 .6(e) or as othe I ise permitted by law. 

Specific 
has a right 
during any 
or juvenile' 
7A-49.6{e) 
volul7.l.tary w 
Hearing unl 

I 

ly, a criminal d ~fendant or ajuvenile alleged to be delinquent 
I 

o be present an a constitutional right to confront witnessesl 
aterial portion ~f the proceeding. When a criminal defendant's 

right to confron' witnesses or be present is implicated, G.S. § 
ovides that the !court must obtain a knowing, intelligent, and 
iver of the appl pable right{s) in order to conduct a Remote 
ss otherwise pe mitted by law. 

1 See, generally, State v. Po e 2S7 N.C. 326 (1962). 
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Additio ally, because J
I 
venile Delinquency Hearings are also Civil 

Proceedin s, even when a f venile consents to a Remote Hearing, all parties 
hav!e a rig t to object to Re~ ote Hearings pursuant to G.S. § 7 A-49.6(c) 
using the rocedure outlin: d in Section 1 (a) above. 

I 

2. Co:Qteiµpt Hearings 
i 

Crimin 1 contempt's are I crimes, and therefore the procedural and 
con~titutio al protections i: cident to criminal prosecution, including the 
right to be resent and the bonstitutional right to confront witnesses, 
atta;ch. 2 In ivil contempt, : hen the alleged contemnor faces potential 
incci.rcerati n (which is alw :ys the case), many of the procedural and 
con~titutio al protections i I cident to criminal prosecution also attach, 
inclµding t e right of confr :ntation.3 Therefore, in order to proceed by 
Re~ote He ring or Hybrid ! earing, the court must obtain a knowing, 
intelligent, nd voluntary ~iver of the alleged contemnor's rights pursuant 
to q.s. § 7 -49.6(e) unless : therwise permitted by law. 

mpt hearing pr! ceeds by Remote Hearing or Hybrid Hearing 
icial Official fin! s contempt and orders the contemnor to a term 

of irµpriso ent, the conte ~ nor must report to the County Detention 
Center as i dicated in the tder. If a term of imprisonment is ordered, a 
copy of the on tempt order I hall be provided to the County Sheriff's Office. A 
contempt o der requiring a I ontemnor to report to the County Detention 
Center at a specific date an! time should include a Sheriff's return section 
for tpe She iff's Office to in iicate whether the person reported as ordered or 
failed to ap ear. This provi '. on does not prohibit the Judicial Official from 
havi:ng the ontemnor take I into custody immediately pursuant to a 
commitme order directed 

I
o the Sheriff. The Sheriff's Office will notify the 

Clerk of a c ntemnor's failu I e to appear at the detention facility on the date 
and time o ered, and the !1erk shall notify a judicial official. A Judicial 
Official ma issue an Order tor Arrest, if authorized by law, or take such 
other actio as the judicial I fficial deems appropriate in his or her 
discretion. 

3. Hybrid He 

A presid g Judicial Offi :ial also has discretionary authority to conduct 
Hybrid Hea ings in accorda Ice with G.S. § 7A-49.6 so long as: (i) in Civil 
Proceeding including Juve ile Delinquency Proceedings, any party has a 

2 O'Briant v. O'Briant. 313 .C. 432, 329 S.E.2d 370 (198 
3 Lowder v. All Star Mills I . 301 N.C. 561, 273 S.E.2d 7 (1981). 

5 



I 

rig];l.t to o ect for good ca lse shown to the Hybrid Proceeding in accordance 
with the s me procedures 

1

or objecting to Remote Hearings set forth in 
Seqtion 1. . above; and (ii) jin Criminal Proceedings and Juvenile 
Delinquen y Proceedings i, which the right to confront witnesses or be 

I I 
present is mplicated, the ,efendant or juvenile provides a knowing, 
intd:lligent, and voluntary 1aiver of the applicable right(s), unless otherwise 
provided b law, as provid din Section 1 above. Hybrid Hearings are 
spebficall permitted by la I in Criminal Proceedings when certain 
conditions are satisfied. S ~e) e.g., G.S. §§ lSA-1225.1 (child witness remote 
tes~imony) lSA-1225.2 (re: ote testimony by a witness with an intellectual 
or develop ental disability, and lSA-1225.3 (forensic analyst remote 
testimony) State v. Seelig, ; 26 N.C. App. 147 (2013) (allowing a witness's 
remote tes imony during a I riminal jury trial because the witness could not 

I I 

trav,el due o health reason'). 
I 
i 

4- party ay request a ; brid Hearing by providing a motion to the Clerk 
of Qourt in District Court 1atters and the Court Manager in Superior Court 

' I 

ma~ters at east 5 days be£ 
1
re the hearing and serving the other parties with 

the motion The motion sh : 1 describe the reason for the request, the 
indi1/iduals who will appear I in person, and for any individual appearing 
remptely, t e physical loca ,on of that individual while participating and the 
individual' contact inform 1tion. In addition, the party seeking the Hybrid 
Hearing sh 11 certify that t b remote individual is able to access the hearing 
remotely a d that the court 1 oom in question is capable of accommodating a 
Hybrid He ing. Otherwise, lthe party shall propose a suitable alternate 
location. T e Judicial Offici 

1
1 has the discretionary authority to conduct the 

hear,ing by ybrid Hearing ! ithout the need to find good cause. / l 
I 

4. Sch~dulin / Hosting Web' x Hearings 
l 

Concurr nt with the filin
1 

of a complaint, motion, or responsive pleading, 
attorneys a d self-represen ~d litigants must provide a valid email address 
to the Cler of Court in Dis ' ict Court matters and the Court Manager in 

I 
rt matters or c' rtify that they do not have email access. 

! 
t with G.S. §§ ~-95(c) and 7A-198(c), the clerk or the clerk's 
11 schedule andlhost Webex proceedings in district and superior 

I 

court. Whe scheduling the !hearing, the Host shall follow the naming 
convention or the Webex h ~ring as stated in Rule 17.2 of the Rules of 
Recordkeep ng promulgated lby the Director of the North Carolina 
Admjnistrat ve Office of the ! ourts (NCAOC). 

I 

The cler may also desig 
I 
ate one or more co-hosts, either judge(s) and or 

the Court nager, for each proceeding scheduled, as provided by G.S. §§ 
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7A-i9S(c) a d 7A-198(c). Th co-Host is authorized to begin, conduct, and 
rec0rd the earing if the H I st is not available. Any recording made will 
autpmatic lly be saved in t

1 
e Webex account of the Host. 

The Cle k, Court Mana ~ r, or Judge will send the Webex link to 
att9rneys f record and sel rrepresented litigants who have calendared 
cas~s. Eac attorney or sel ,-represented litigant is responsible for providing 
the iWebex ink to his or he i client(s), witness(es), and other interested 
individual as applicable. ; ach Webex link shall also be published on the 
court cale ar. If a public 1ccess link (e.g., a YouTube link for live 
strep.ming) ·s provided that ~s separate from the Webex link used by parties 
and! witnes es, spectators i media should access the hearing via the public 
access link I 

i 
5. Audio Vis 1 Quality / Fu; ctionality 

The Clerk Court has the ! uthority to designate a "Key Operator" because 
the Clerk i statutorily cha ~ed with operating electronic recording devices 
or designat ng someone els: to do so under G.S. § 7A-95(c) and 7A-19(c). 

The ;Clerk Court will act 1s WebEx "Key Operator" pursuant to the 
NCAOC Ru es of Recordkee ! ing 19.3 and may designate such deputy or 
assi~tant C erks of Court to jfulfill the role as deemed necessary and proper 
in tqe exer · se of his/ her di: cretion. 

' i 
To ensure quality recordi lg and that all parties and the presiding Judicial 

I 

Official can see and hear on'. another during the Webex hearing, the audio 
equifment hould be tested iat lea~t 30 minutes p:i~r to th~ ~ched~h~d 
heanng] by he clerk or cler; 's des1gnee. The pres1dmg Jud1c1al Official 
reserves th right to conduc' a pre-trial conference as needed for the 

I 
purpose of nsuring the qu :lity of the Remote Hearing. 

I 

I 
6. Decorum a d Etiquette in Remote Hearings and Hybrid Hearings , I 

The dee um of a Remot '. Hearing or Hybrid Hearing shall be the same 
decorum as an In-Person H !aring conducted in a courtroom (e.g., eating, 
drinking, s oking, and pro£: nity are prohibited). An attorney, party, or 
witness par icipating remot ~y in a Remote Hearing or Hybrid Hearing 
should hav an appropriate 

I 
ackground and a suitably quiet location. 

Attorneys a e bound by the '. ame rules of dress and decorum in Remote 
Hear~ngs a Hybrid Hearin: s as they are for In-Person Hearings. Business 
attire or bu iness casual att Ire shall be appropriate dress for parties and 

I 
witn~sses d ring a Remote · earing or Hybrid Hearing. 
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f..11 atto neys and partie are encouraged to access the Remote Hearings 
or I+Iybrid earings at leas j 10 minutes prior to the scheduled start time of 
theihearin . The court sha ~ have discretion to deny entry to the hearing if a 
party is n present at the I ppointed time. 

I 
l 

s and self-repr sented litigants shall identify themselves before 
speaking. uring a Remote I Hearing or Hybrid Hearing, attorneys and 
parties wh are not testifyi ! g or speaking should mute their microphones. 
Thei Host o co-Host reserv 1s the right to "mute" a party or attorney who 
faiIJ to mu e themselves if ~ causes feedback, echoing, or is otherwise noisy, 
dislfl• pt~v~, o~ distracting. _r ll more than one p~rson in the_ same !~cation will 
be part1c1p ting remotely 1 the Remote Heanng or Hybnd Hearmg, they 
must (i) sh re a device, (ii) nsure proper muting to avoid audio 
malfunctio , or (iii) partici : te from separate rooms to ensure audio quality. 

7. 1 Attorney-CH 1nt Communications During Remote Hearings 
Hearings I 

I 
rney and client !are participating in a Remote Hearing or Hybrid 

Hearing fro separate loca 'ons, they may communicate privately, for 
exarµple vi text message o i email, during the hearing, provided however, 
pardes ma not communic 1te with counsel while they are testifying via any 
mechanis or medium oth ,r than the audio and video technology seen and 
hea:rtd by al other participa: ts, unless specifically permitted by the court to 
cominunic e privately duri: g testimony. If a party wishes to communicate 
confidentia y with his or he

1 
attorney and cannot do so by text message or 

I 

email, the esiding Judicia, Official should be informed, and he or she shall 
per~it sue confidential co '. munication, by enabling a breakout session 
through th Webex or by ta ~ing a break to allow for telephonic 
communic ion, or such ot !er appropriate means. 

I 
. x "chat" featur I should not be used for attorney-client 

com¢unica ions because, i !the hearing is recorded, all chats are also 
recotded, i luding "private'i chats between two individuals. Attorneys and 
partfos are ere by notified t i at chats may be recorded and will not be 
remihded a a hearing.4 For ~his reason, all are encouraged not to use the 
"priv,ate" ch t feature of We :ex, but rather to request a breakout session or 
use their o n mobile phone 1, email, or some other method to ensure private 
communica ion. 

4 
Attorneys are cautioned t review Rule 1.6 of the Revis Rules of Professional Conduct as it may apply to communications with clients via 

various technological medi during proceedings conduct via audio and video transmission. 
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8. Ex);iibits d Evidence 

failure o comply with , e provisions set out regarding exhibits and 
eviq.ence ay result in a p bposed exhibit not being considered, a 
coU:tinuan e of the hearing I or other action in the discretion of the presiding 
Juqicial O icial. 

a. Testim ny 

Pursua t to G.S. § 7A-4: .6(a), a remote proceeding must allow the 
I 

parties, th presiding Judi :ial Official, and all other participants to see and 
hear one a other. I 

I 
The Cle k shall adminis ;er oaths to witnesses during a remote 

• I 
pro¢eeding Affirmation ma be used in lieu of swearing a witness. The 
per~on ad inistering the o : th must be able to see and hear the witness and 
the ~erson aking the oath I ust be able to see and hear the official 
adni-inister g the oath. 

Witness s should be in , room alone when testifying in a Remote Hearing 
or Hybrid earing, when fe 

I 
sible. Parties may be accompanied by their 

attorney if he attorney and I party so choose. If a person will be in the room 
with a testi ying witness, th I attorney or witness shall advise the presiding 
Judicial Of ·cial prior to thelwitness' testimony. No person, including an 
attorney, y communicat I with a witness about the witness' testimony 
while the w tness is testifyi 'g via any mechanism or medium other than the 

I 

audio and "deo technology seen and heard by all other participants, unless 
specifically ermitted by th I court to communicate privately during 

I 

testimony. i 
I 

i 
If, while estifying, a wit less wishes to communicate confidentially with 

I 
his or her a torney, the pre :·ding Judicial Official should be informed, and 
he or she y permit such 1onfidential communication, by enabling a 

sion through t !e Webex or taking a break to allow for 
mmunication, ! r such other appropriate means. 

I 
j 

The pres ding Judicial O icial shall prescribe the manner in which and 
the terms u on which a Mi ~r Child's testimony may be taken remotely and 
shall prescr be the appropri : te location for the testimony and whether any 
third party ay be present I ith the Minor Child. 
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b. Exhibit 
I 

Exhibit must be subm ~ted to the clerk 2 business days before the court 
ses~ion. T e pre-marked e 1hibits must be provided in an envelope (case 
nurp.ber o the outside oft! e envelope) and contain an exhibit log. The 
enqrety of his submission lshall not be made a part of the file and shall not 
be clisclos to anyone exc ,pt appropriate judicial officials, absent consent 

I 

of tpe sub itting party. Th s rule is intended to ensure the clerk has 
exhibits th t may be admit !ed into evidence during a remote hearing, yet at 
the !same t e preserve a p ! rty's ability to prevent disclosure of trial strategy 
andj tactic 

~xhibit must be provid, din a physical medium that the clerk can 
acc~pt and retain (e.g., doc I ments shall be printed out and in paper form, 
photos ma be printed or o i a disc or flash drive, and videos shall be on a 
flash drive, DVD, or other ! edium capable of retention). Exhibits that are 
ad:r:q.itted d ring the hearin I that are not submitted to the clerk prior to the 
hearing m st be provided t i the clerk within 3 business days after the court 
session co eludes in the sa e format as offered into evidence in the remote 
proceeding (e.g., document' shall be printed out and in paper form, photos 
mai: be pri ted or on a disclor flash drive, and videos shall be on a flash 
driv~, DVD or other mediu 

I 
capable of retention). Any non-documentary 

exhi~it offe ed into evidenc ! in a remote proceeding (e.g., by displaying it on 
camera for 11 participants) fhall be delivered to the clerk as presented and 
in a contai er provided by t, e party and appropriate for long-term 
preservatio of the exhibit. '. he clerk has no responsibility to take custody of 
or retain e ibits that are n I ither offered nor admitted. 

I 
g documents '.uring Remote Hearings and Hybrid Hearings 

I 

pern;11ss10n 
exhipits (e. 
the attorne 

and self-repre 1ented litigants may display digital exhibits 
ote Hearing orlHybrid Hearing using the "Share" feature with 

f the presiding I udicial Official. Prior to displaying confidential 
. , juvenile case :ecords or other information protected by law), 

I 

or self-represe !ted litigant shall inform the presiding Judicial 
Official, wh will then ensu b that only those individuals authorized to 
access the ocuments are a i owed to observe the confidential exhibits. 

I 
Pres~ntatio of confidential ' xhibits may require either exclusion of non-
participant from the Remo or Hybrid Hearing or some other mechanism 
for exchang ng those exhibi among the parties. 
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i 
1f the p oceeding is one ~hat is open to the public, then the presiding 

Judicial O ficial must facir1 ate access to the proceeding by the public and 
the! media s nearly as pra ! ticable to the access that would be available 
werle the p oceeding condu

1 
ted in person in accordance with G.S. § 7A-

49 .p(g), w ile also protecti I g confidential information, such as juvenile case 
records, di played during e Remote or Hybrid Hearing. 

9. Jury Proc edings 

Crimin 1 and civil jury t ials are not permitted to be conducted remotely, 
except for itness testimo ! and jury management functions, as described 
beldw. 

a. Civil Ju y Proceedings 

A witne s in a civil jury : roceeding may testify remotely if the presiding 
icial finds that ,ood cause exists for doing so under the 

cird1msta ces in accordan !e with G.S. § 7A-49.6(c) or as otherwise provided 
by law. An party seeking t ! solicit witness testimony remotely shall file 
witli the co rt and serve o the other parties pursuant to N.C. R. Civ. P. 5 
at least 10 ays prior to th hearing, a motion setting forth the specific basis 
of the requ st for remote te timony. The Judicial Official shall consider the 
request an make a written I or recorded determination as to whether the 
partJy has s own good caus I to permit the witness to testify remotely. There 
is no statu ry authority to ~ ake this good cause determination ex parte, so 
procedures under N.C. R. c'v. P. 7(b) shall be followed. Only if the presiding 
Judicial Of · cial finds that t 

I 
e party has demonstrated good cause for the 

req4est, m y the witness te 
I 
tify remotely. If an emergency arises and the 

requesting arty is unable t 1 provide proper notice as outlined above, the 
requesting arty may make ~he request orally in accordance with N.C. R. 
Civ. P. 7(b). Both the oral I tion and the ruling on the motion should be 
recorded. 

b. Crimina Jury Proceedi , gs 

I 
A witnes in a Criminal 

1
roceeding may only testify remotely in 

accordance with G.S. § 7 A- l9.6(e), which provides: "Except as otherwise 
permitted b law, when the '. ight to confront witnesses or be present is 
implicated · criminal ... pr : ceedings, the court may not proceed by audio 
and video t nsmission unl 1ss the court has obtained a knowing, intelligent, 

I 
and volunt waiver of the · efendant's ... rights." 
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Hybrid earings are pe itted by law in Criminal Proceedings when 
certain co ditions are satis

1 

ied. See, e.g., G.S. §§lSA-1225.1 (child witness 
, I 

re~ote tes imony), 15A-12 
1
5.2 (remote testimony by a witness with an 

intellectua or development' 1 disability), and lSA-1225.3 (forensic analyst 
rern!ote tes ·mony); State v. Seelig, 226 N.C. App. 147 (2013) (allowing a 

' I 

witqess's r mote testimony jduring a criminal jury trial because the witness 
could not t avel due to hea ~h reasons). 

, I 

10. ReC:ord of earing/ Offic lal Transcript 
: I 

ed in G.S. §§ 7 !-95(c) and 7A-198(c), the clerk, the clerk's 
desi'gnee, o the court repo :ter will create a record of the court proceeding 
via the Lib rty Recordings istem (operated by the clerk or clerk's designee), 
Wetjex rec ding (operated I y the clerk or clerk's designee), and / or by one 
of s¢veral t chniques empl ! ed by court reporters. The clerk, as the 
cus~odian f each of these 

I 

pes of recordings, shall maintain and preserve 
each recor ing made by th I clerk, the clerk's designee, or the court reporter 

' ' 
pursuant t G.S. §§ 7A-95( 

1

) and 7A-198(c). During a Hybrid Hearing, it is 
especially i portant to ens , re that all participants are being clearly 
recorded, ich may requir I using a combination of the Liberty Recording 
system, th Webex recordin~, and / or court reporter technique (if 
applicable). The court repor er maintains the responsibility for preparing the 
offidal tran cript from the ~ cording(s) prepared by the court reporter, 
Liberty rec ding, and/ or : ebex recording. Only a person on the NCAOC 
Court Repo ters and Appro led Transcriptionist List may prepare the official 
transcript f om the recordi k(s) prepared by the court reporter, Liberty 
recording, nd / or the Web~ x recording. 

i 
Each indi idual Confident lal Hearing must be a separate recording in 

Webex. I 
I 

11. Access to ebex recordin :s 

I 
Webex rec rdings of proce: dings are public record unless the recordings 

are ~ealed the court or c :nfidential by law (e.g., involuntary commitment 
hearings, j enile abuse, ne 1 lect, and dependency proceedings, and 
Juvenile De inquency Proce !dings). Webex recordings include the recorded 
audio, vide , chats, and oth I r information. Presiding Judicial Officials 

I 

should kee in mind that m: st Webex recordings are public record when 
considering hether to allo : Remote Hearings or Hybrid Hearings involving 
polic~ infor ants, Minor Ch ldren, jurors, sensitive family matters, etc. 

12 



Ccynfiden ial We bex recor 
I 
ings may only be provided to a requesting party 

as permitt d by law. Seale I Webex recordings may only be provided to a 
reqtlesting party as permit bd by order of the court. 

1 I 
12. Public ace ss I 

the pu lie has a right t I attend court proceedings unless a proceeding is 
confidenti by law or the p: esiding Judicial Official has closed the 
proceeding If the proceedi lg is one that is open to the public, access to a 
Retj.ote He ring or Hybrid : earing must be provided as nearly as 

pra¢ticable to the access th: t would be available were the proceeding 
conducted n person pursu:nt to G.S. § 7A-49.6(g). 

To facili ate public acce b to a Remote Hearing, each Webex link [should 
, I 

be publish don the court c' lendar for the session. Any person who wishes 
to obtain a cess to a hearin 1 may also contact Paula Weathington at 252-
94074016 least 3 busine 1s day(s) prior to the hearing to obtain a link to 
the Webex roceeding. Alls I ectators must access the hearing via the 
appJtopriat hearing link at he time set for the hearing. If a public access 
link:(e.g., a ouTube link fo! live streaming) is provided that is separate 
front the W bex link used b: parties and witnesses, spectators / media 
should ace ss the hearing v,a the public access link. For the purpose of this 
order, asp tator is define j as any person or entity who is not a hearing 
participant e.g., party, wit , ss). · 

l 
Absent proval by the : esiding Judicial Official under Rule 15 of the 

General Ru 
publ~c, and 
photpgraph 
Hea1;ings. T 

s of Practice, t 1e parties, attorneys, witnesses, spectators, 
edia shall refr 

I 
in from making any recordings, videos, or 

I 
of any hearing,! including Remote Hearings and Hybrid 
e presiding Ju kcial Official may permit or prohibit "electronic 

I 
coverage" a d "electronic m 'dia coverage" as provided in Rule 15 of the 
General Ru s of Practice. F ~ ilure to comply with a Judicial Official's 
prohibition f electronic cov :rage or electronic media coverage may result in 
ejection fro the hearing an: appropriate sanctions to include contempt. 
Rule 15(i) o the General Ru ~s of Practice provides that recordings by the 
media or th public permitt :d by the court, if any, including film, video tape, 
still photog phs or audio r productions, shall not be admissible as 
evidence in he proceeding o 1 t of which it arose, any proceeding subsequent 
and collater 1 thereto, or up! n any retrial or appeal of such proceedings. 

I 

Spectator c meras may be e ! abled, and microphones shall be muted during 
I 

a Remote H aring. Spectato 's shall not speak or otherwise communicate 
with any pa ty or witness d bng the hearing. Spectators shall not utilize the 

I 

chat feature or interfere wit I the hearing in any way. The presiding Judicial 
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Official wil provide instruc ions to all parties and spectators to protect the 
intcigrity o the hearing. 0 pe the presiding Judicial Official begins 
instructio s for the partici ,ants, the Webex hearing may be locked, and 

I 

additional pectators may I e prohibited from joining the hearing. 

l 
Ani, spect or, witness, or : articipant who violates orders given by the 
pre~iding udicial Official ,ertaining to the use of Webex, who contacts 
testifying itnesses or part ·es, who photographs, records or videos the 
proceedin (without permi bion of the presiding Judicial Official), or who 
dis~upts t proceeding is 1ubject to being ejected from the hearing and 
may not b allowed to rejoi ! the hearing in the presiding Judicial Official's 
disdretion. hey are also s 1bject to appropriate sanctions to include 
contempt. I 

These limit tions on spect I or access are necessary to protect the integrity 
i I 

of the hear ng and to ensur' the hearing can proceed without unreasonable 
interruptio or delay. Furt ler, the limitations protect the ability of the Court 
and! the pa ties to remotely bonduct hearings without undue delay, 
interruptio , or disruption ; hile still granting the public's ability to attend 
the hearin . j 

' 
13. Spo~en Fo eign Language !Interpreters 

T!he cou t shall ensure tie rights of a person who needs a foreign 
language i terpreter are pr 'tected prior to initiating a hearing. Requests for 

' I 
spo~en for ·gn language col rt interpreters should be submitted to the 

I I 
Language cess Coordinat: r using the online request form at 

, I 
htt s: .nccourts. ov 'e uest-for-s oken-forei n-lan a e-court-

' I 

interpreter. Such requests hould be submitted as soon as the attorney/ 
, I 

party is aw re of the need£ 1r an interpreter to allow sufficient time to 
schedule t interpreter. i 

' 
rpretation can 1ot be adequately accommodated in a Remote 
ybrid Hearing, ~ he proceeding shall be held in-person. If, at 

any time d ring a Remote 
1

earing, the interpretation cannot be conveyed 
to either th court or the pa, ty, the hearing shall be delayed to address 
interpretati nor continued '. o another court session. Note: Sign language 

I 

interpreter are not spoken oreign language interpreters and instead are 
addressed i Section 14. 
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14. Re~uests r Accommoda ions Under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act; 

The cou t shall ensure t e rights of any individuals that require a 
reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Reasonabl accommodatio Is are determined on a case-by-case basis and 
may includ , but are not Ii i ited to, the use of licensed interpreters (e.g., 
sigd langu ge interpreters, l eaf blind interpreters), periodic breaks, or 
captioning. Reasonable ace : mmodation requests should be submitted to the 
cou~ty Dis bility Access Co 1 rdinator either in-person, at 252-940-4000, by 
em~il at K ssandra.S.Mas I n.DAC nccourts.or , or via the online request 
forni at htt s: www.ncco I ts. ov form disabili -access-re uest. Such 
reqtjests s uld be submitt ~ d as soon as the attorney / party is aware of 
the :µeed fo an accommoda'ion to allow sufficient time to review the request 
and :arrang for a reasonabl: accommodation. 

i 
If areas nable accommo' ation cannot be provided in a Remote 

Hearing or ybrid Hearing, 
1 
he proceeding shall be held in-person. If, at 

any time d ring a Remote 
1

earing, the reasonable accommodation can 
no longer b provided, the taring shall be delayed to address the 
reasbnable ccommodation I r continued to another court session. 

This th'1 ~ ay of C:ad<;u-2 1 22 

Sen10r • es1 
Second Judi 

o s,Jr 
. uperior Cour Judge 
District 

Regina R arker 
Chief District Court Judge 
Second Judicial District 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
i 

File No. _________ _ 

__._ ________ County 

STATE VERSUS 
Qefendont Nam 

Ai;/ditlona/ File N (s/ And/Or 0/fense(s/ 

D?te Of Proceedi 17 Location Of Oefen ant 

In The General Court Of Justice 

□ District □ Superior Court Division 

WAIVER OF PERSONAL APPEARANCE AND 
CONSENT TO AUDIO-VIDEO PROCEEDING 

Nature Of Proceeding (e.g. motion hearing, probable cause hearing, plea, 
sentencing hearing) 

Location Of State' !Attorney Attorney For Defendant (if represented) I Location Of Attorney (if represented/ 

I 
' 

NOTE TO CUST< DIAN/COUNSEL: Complete all ields above for the case(s) for which this remote audio-video proceeding Is conducted before 
th~ defen:dant's ~xecutlon of the waiver below. Sign the waiver as witness below after defendant has executed the waiver. Upon completion of 
the proceeding, ~eliver this waiver along with a ~y other documents resulting from the audio-video proceeding to the clerk's office for execution 
by;the presiding pfficlal. l 

: AC~NOWLEDGMENT OF RIGHTS AND WAIVER 
As!the undersig1 t:!d defendant In this action, I frl!!ely and voluntarily declare that: 

i 
• I have een advised of my right to ap1 ~ar in a courtroom and be personally present for the proceeding described above; 

• I have een advised that I am not reqt \red to waive my right to be present, and if I do not waive that right, my case will not be 
unrea• ~nably delayed; i 

• I have een advised that I have the right to appear In court for the purpose of confronting and cross-examining any witnesses who 
may te tify In this proceeding; I 

• if repn ~ented by an attorney, I have t~en afforded the ability to consult privately with my attorney and understand that I will be able 
to con IJlt with my attorney privately 1 

1
urlng this proceeding; 

• If repn ented by an attorney, I have h~d the opportunity to discuss this right to personal appearance with my attorney; and 

• I fully t oderstand and appreciate the ,~nsequences of my decision to waive the right to appear personally In court for the proceeding 
descrit d above. I 

I 
I therefore freely voluntarily, and knowingly wa ~e my right to be present In the courtroom for this proceeding, Including for the purpose of 
confronting and, ass-examining any witnesses ,iho may testify, and I consent to participate in this proceeding by audio and video transmission. 
Date I Signature of Defenrant 

Name Of Witness 'Signature of Witness 
I 

I 
J CERTIFICATE OF JUDICIAL OFFICIAL 

D Counsel for Defendant 

D Other (specify) 

I certify that the a pove named defendant was adl:lsed on the Date Of Proceeding above of the right to appear In a courtroom and be personally 
present for the pr ceeding described above; thal jhe/she was advised that his/her case would not be unreasonably delayed If that right was not 
waived; that he/s e was advised of the right to a' pear In court for the purpose of confronting and cross-examining any witnesses who may 
testify; that he/sh understands and appreciates he consequences of his/her decision to waive the right to personal appearance; and that the 

defendant volunt lly, knowingly and intelligent! waived the right to personal appearance and consented to conduct the proceeding described 
above by audio a, ~ video transmission. 
location Of Judicial rf[icial During Proceeding Describe Above 

-r Name of Judicial Official (typ, or print} I Signature of Judicial Officio/ 

I D District Court Judge 

D Superior CourtJudge 

NOTE !TO PRESIDIN1 OFFICIAL: Upon verification, the Information above that Identifies the case(s) and proceeding conducted by audio and 

video transmission, omplete this signature sectlor and file with the clerk of superior court for the county In which the easels) Is pending. 



S[TATE CF NORTH CAROLINA ► I File No. 

In The General Court Of Justice ________ County 
0 District O Superior O Before The Clerk D Small Claims 

IN THE MA TIER <. F: 
Name And Address t,r Plaln//ff I Petitioner I State 

Email Address of Pl, n/iff I Petitioner I State 

Name And Address f Defendant I Respondent 
! 

Emai( Address of De ndant I Respondent 

I 
I 
I 
I 

NOTICE AND MOTION FOR 
0 FULLY REMOTE HEARING 
0 HYBRID REMOTE HEARING 

Nature of Hearing: _____ _ 
Date of Hearing (if scheduled): ____ _ 

, ·,·'· ·•::;n,,. _;:.,.:'. i:,':'I NOTICE AND1MOTION FOR REMOTE HEARING TO OPPOSING PARTY F ..•. ·.: ,_" _ _ _ _ 
The 1undersignec hereby requests that the hi 1aring referenced above be conducted, or partially conducted, via audio and video 
tram~mission, pu suanl to G.S. 7 A-49.6 on th~ grounds listed below. If a hybrid hearing is requested, specify which participant(s) wants to 
partipipate remol ~ly, their physical location 111 ~ile participating, and the contact information for the participant(s). 

i 
I O :have O ha, ~ not consulted the opposir~ party/ attorney regarding this motion. The opposing party I attorney D takes no position 
on a remote hear ng O agrees to a remote hearing O desires an In-person hearing. (Note: An objection to the hearing being conducted 
via aLdio and vid o transmission must be file~ within __ days of the service of this motion.) The estimated lime needed for the hearing 
on this motion is: tt--------- I - I 

Date I Signature Name (!f Person Requ sling Remole Hearing 

Emal/ Address: 0 Plaintiff or Petitioner I Attorney D Defendant or Respondent I Attorney 

n District Atlomev I Assistant DA O Other. 

D Tliis Motion fo Remote Hearing is schedu .ed for hearing: 
Date ofHearing I Time Of Hearing I 

0 AM0Prj 
Local/on of Hearing 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I certify that on th s date, a copy of this Motion for Remote Hearing was served by: 
0 first class mai at the address(es) as follow I. 

O plaintiff petitioner I attorney for plai 'tiff or petitioner __________________________ _ 

O defend nt /respondent/ attorney fo I defendant or respondent~------------------------
□ district ttorney , 

D personally, de vering a copy to the I 
· 0 plaintiff petitioner/ attorney for plair tiff or petitioner 

. I 
0 defendl nl / respondent / attorney fo :defendant or respondent 
0 district l torney \ 

0 Other l 
Dale I Signature \ 0 Plaintiff or Petitioner I Attorney 

! 0 Dis/net Attorney I Assistant DA 

ORDER 1~N MOTION FOR REMOTE HEARING I"-:.· 

0 Defendant or Respondent I Attorney 

0 Other: 

D This Motion wa reviewed by the court out Ir session. OR O After a hearing on the motion, the Court D finds D does not find that 
the he;:iring shall b held via audio and video t '.ansmission. 
Therefore, it is ORI ERED that this hearing sh '.11 be held on ______ at ___ D in person in Courtroom __ O fully remote 
via audio video Ira smission O hybrid remote yia audio video transmission. If the hearing is to be held via fully remote or hybrid remote 
means, the followir 9 participant(s) is / are pen ~itled to testify remotely-------~---- from (specify the location(s) from 
which the particlpa t(s) Is / are testifying) 

Date i Signature I O Superior Court Judge O District Court Judge O Magistrale 

, 0 Clerk of Superior Cowt O Asst. CSC O Des/gnee 

NOTE: G.S. 7A-4g.6 gr, nts each presiding Judicial offic r·aJ discretionary authority to conduct civil proceadings by remote audio end video transmission without the 
need to finr:J good cause :.tNLESS a party objects. _ 
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STATE CF NORTH CAROl),INA 
' I 

► rile No. 

-----11------ County I 
In The General Court Of Justice 

0 District O Superior O Before the Clerk O Small Claims 

IN THE MATTER C ": 
Name And Address Df Plaintiff I Petitioner I State 

Em4il Address of Pl ·ntiff I Pet11ioner I State OBJECTION TO REMOTE HEARING 

Na"/e And A.ddress f Defendant I Respondent 
Nature of hearing: ____ _ 

Date of Hearing (if scheduled): ___ _ 

Emdil Address of De endant I Respondent 

Th~ undersigne, hereby objects to the heari1 g referenced above being conducted, or partially conducted, via audio and video 
tra~smission, pl suant to G.S. 7A-49.6(d) on 

1
he grounds listed below: 

/ j 

I 
I O have D ha e not consulted the opposin b party/ attorney regarding this objection. The opposing party / attorney D takes no position 
on a remote hea ng D desires a remote he~ring D agrees to an in-person hearing. The estimated time needed for the hearing on this 
obj~ction is: _ _,..______ ; 

I 

Name· Of Person Obje ting 

Email Address: 

D 1ihis Objectio, to a Remote Hearing is sch'iduied for hearing: 

Date of Hearing 

I 
Time Of Hearing I 

□ AMO,t,,, 

Date I Signature 

0 Plaintiff or Petitioner I Attorney D Defendant or Respondent I Attorney 
0 District Attorney I Assistant DA D Other: 

Location of Hearing 

I c~rtify that on t s date, a copy of this Objecli~n to a Remote Hearing was served by: 

D first class ma at the address(es) shown as follows: 
· D plainti I petitioner I attorney for plai tiff or petitioner _________________________ _ 

D defenc ~nt /respondent/ attorney fo !defendant or respondent ______________________ _ 

D district 13ttorney I 
D personally, dE ivering a copy to the I 

D plainlifi /petitioner/ attorney for piair ,iff or petitioner 

D defend nt / respondent / attorney for defendant or respondent. 

D district ttomey. l 
D Other. I 

i 
Date I Signature I O Plaintiff or Petitioner I Attorney O Defendant ar Respondent I Attorney 

I O District Attorney I Assistant DA D Other. 

D This Objection :Vas reviewed by the court o 
1
t of session. OR D After a hearing on the Objection, the Court D finds O does not find 

that the moving p, liy has demonstrated good ~use that the hearing should not be held via audio and video transmission. 

TherE/fore, ii is OR bERED that this hearing sh, )1 be held on" _____ at,----:--,- D in person in Courtroom_ D fully remote 
via audio video tra hsmission D hybrid remote ~ia audio video transmission. If the hearing is to be held via fully remote or hybrid remote 
means, the followi g participant(s) is/ are pern ,itted to testify remotely ________ from (specify the location(s) from which 
the p9rticipant(s) i / are testifying) 1 • The participant(s) must provide contact 
information to the curt prior to the hearing. I 

Dale I Signature ID Superior Court Judge D Distnct Court Judge O Magistrate . 
0 Clerk of Superior Court D Asst. CSC D Designee ____ 1 
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