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offenders in the FY 2021 prison release sample were 
assigned to work release while incarcerated. 61% were 
assigned for 6 months or more; 39% were assigned for 5 
months or less.  
 

Most were male (94%). 53% were Black and 44% 
were White. The average age at prison release was 
45 years. 34% were high school graduates; 46% had 
prior employment.  
 

 
 
36% of prisoners assigned to work release were assessed as 
extreme risk and 15% were assessed as extreme need. The 
majority served more than 25 months in prison and had an 
average of 4 infractions.  
 

Incarceration Profile  

Risk Level – Extreme 36% 
Need Level – Extreme 15% 
Type of Prison Entry – New Crime 82% 
Average Number of Infractions                  4 
Time Served – 25+ Months 81% 
Minimum Custody at Release 89% 

 

 

 
of prisoners assigned to work release had a recidivist 

arrest compared to 44% for all prisoners. 18% of prisoners 
assigned to work release had a recidivist incarceration 
compared to 33% for all prisoners.  
 

 

 
Controlling for personal characteristics and 
criminal justice factors, prisoners assigned 
to work release had a 6% lower probability 
of recidivist arrest and an 8% lower 
probability of recidivist incarceration 
compared to those not assigned to work 
release. 

 
of prisoners assigned to work release were employed 

in at least one quarter during the two-year follow-up period; the 

annual median wage was $23,478 for prisoners assigned to 

work release compared to $8,569 for all prisoners. 
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