




exposure to the virus or isolate when a person has been infected with the virus.4 These periods 

of quarantine and isolation have recently been shortened by the CDC.5 

Harper Plaintiffs' Motion 

Harper Plaintiffs request accommodations related to the emergence of the O:rnicron 

variant and subsequent surge of confirmed COVID-19 cases. NCLCV Plaintiffs have also 

indicated support for Harper Plaintiffs' request. 

The Court notes the weight that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has placed on the 

justice system as a whole and, consequently, the ways in which courts have adapted to the 

challenges presented by the pandemic. Our North Carolina Constitution provides that "[a]ll 

courts shall be open ... and right and justice shall be administered without favor denial, or 

delay." N.C. Const. Art. I, § 18. Wake County trial courts, keeping this principle in mind, 

have remained open to the best of their ability during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

holding in-person proceedings-including trials-whenever possible. 

The Court has balanced the very real challenges presented by the COVID-19 

pandemic and the Omicron variant with the urgency and import of the issues in this 

litigation, as well as the promotion of judicial economy to meet the Supreme Court's January 

11, 2022, deadline to resolve these actions on the merits. Accordingly, the Court hereby 

ORDERS the following in its discretion and pursuant to its inherent authority to govern the 

proceedings before the Court: 

4 Quarantine and Isolation. Centers for Disease Control. 
https://www .cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html (last visited 
December 28, 2021). See also Quarantine Guidance for the General Community. North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services. https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/about-covid-
19/testing/quarantine-guidance-general-community (last visited December 28, 2021). 

5 CDC Updates and Shortens Recommended Isolation and Quarantine Period for General 
Population. Centers for Disease Control. https://www .cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1227-isolation­
quarantine-guidance.html (last visited December 28, 2021). 
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