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NOW COMES Defendants the North Carolina State Board of Elections, its Members, and
Executive Director (“State Defendants™), through undersigned counsel, to request clarification of
the upcoming election schedule from this court as authorized in the December 8, 2021 Order of
the Supreme Court of North Carolina. In support of this motion, State Defendants rely upon the
Supplemental Affidavit of Karen Brinson Bell, attached hereto, and the following;

1. On December 8, 2021, the Supreme Court issued an order in this matter in which it
suspended candidate filing and delayed the March 8, 2022 elections to May 17, 2022. Included
within that directive, the Supreme Court stated, “[t]he trial court is authorized to issue any orders
necessary to accomplish the resulting changes in the election schedule, including implementing
shortened filing periods and other administrative adjustments.”

2 Accordingly, State Defendants hereby request two adjustments to the election

schedule to (1) set the date for resumption of candidate filing, which must be conducted ahead of




the May 17, 2022 election, and to (2) set a date certain for the second municipal election in the
absence of a second primary. See the Supplemental Affidavit of Karen Brinson Bell.

3. The requested relief is necessary for the following reasons.

4. First, absentee ballots must be prepared for distribution by county boards of election
by March 28, 2022, 50 days before the May 17, 2022 election as required by N.C.G.S. § 163-
227.10(a), or April 1, 2022, if shortened to 45 days before the election and as required by 52 U.S.C.
§ 20302(a)(8)(A). Bell Supp. Aff. 4. Additionally, staff require approximately 17 to 21 days
after the end of candidate filing to prepare those ballots. Id., 9 5-6. As a result, and assuming
staff can prepare ballots in 17 days only, candidate filing must be concluded by March 11, 2022
or March 15, 2022, depending on which of the above absentee ballot distribution deadlines is in
effect. Id., § 6. However, if candidate filing were to run up to these last-chance dates, it would
place strain on State and county board staff, whereas a period that concluded on March 4, 2022
would allow for a more orderly preparation for the election. Id.

5. Moreover, setting the candidate filing deadline at this time will also provide the
advance notice necessary for the State and county boards, and candidates to prepare for the opening
of the filing period. Id., §§ 7-8.

6. Finally, when the Supreme Court suspended candidate filing in its Wednesday,
December 8, 2021 order, the filing period had been open since noon on Monday, December 6,
2021. Previously, the Court of Appeals had suspended candidate filing for the challenged races
only for the first half-day before reversing that decision.

% Therefore, State Defendants respectfully request that the court enter an order that
the candidate filing period for the May primary and municipal elections shall resume from 8:00

A.M. on Thursday, February 24, 2022 to 12:00 noon of Friday, March 4, 2022. Previously, the




State Board notified the parties and the Court that maps would need to be resolved by February
14" or February 18" in order to allow for orderly preparation for the May 17, 2022 primary
election. See the November 23, 2021 Affidavit of Karen Brinson Bell, § 23, previously filed in
this matter and attached to the Supplemental Affidavit of Karen Brinson Bell. Therefore, a
candidate filing period that resumes on February 24, 2022 should not have any impact on the
timeline for resolution of this litigation.

8. Second, when the primary and municipal elections scheduled for March 8, 2022
were delayed to May 17, 2022, a potential iséue arose under N.C. Session Law 2021-56. Bell
Supp. Aff, § 10. The session law delayed certain municipal elections scheduled to take place in
2021 to March 8, 2022 to accommodate late census data. In subsection 1(e), the law directs that
if any second municipal election is required, it shall take place on the same day as any second
primary for non-municipal offices as contemplated by N.C.G.S. § 163-111(e). However, in the
event that no second primary for a non-municipal office is required, subsection 1(e) expressly
directs that any second municipal election must take place on April 26, 2022. As the March 8
election has now been delayed to May 17, a second election on April 26 is no longer possible, and
the State and county boards need clarity as to when that election should be held if that scenario
arises (i.e., in the absence of a second primary).

9. State Defendants respectfully recommend and request that the second municipal
election date in the absence of a second primary be set for July 26, 2022, which is consistent with
the second primary date for federal contests in N.C.G.S. § 163-111(¢), and avoids an election day
immediately following the July 4% holiday, which would be the case if the non-federal second

primary date of July 5 were used. Bell Supp. Aff., § 10.




10.  The undersigned advised the Plaintills and Legislative Defendants about the relief
to be requested by this motion. but has not yet received their response on the requested relief.

L A copy of the proposed order granting the requested relief is attached hereto.

WHEREFORE. State Defendants respectfully request that this Court enter an order
scheduling the resumption of the candidate filing period from February 24, 2022 to March 4, 2022,
and it no second primary is required, the second municipal election shall be held on July 26, 2022.

Respectfully submitted. this 6th day of January, 2022.
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NORTH CAROLINA LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS, INC. et al.,

REBECCA HARPER, et al.,
COMMON CAUSE,
Plaintiffs,
V.
REPRESENTATIVE DESTIN HALL, in his
official capacity as Chair of the House Standing

Committee on Redistricting, et al.

Defendants.

SUPPLEMENTAL AFFIDAVIT OF KAREN BRINSON BELL

I, Karen Brinson Bell, swear under penalty of perjury, that the following information is
true to the best of my knowledge and state as follows:

1. I am over 18 years old. I am competent to give this affidavit, and have personal
knowledge of the facts set forth in this affidavit. I have consulted with senior staff at the State
Board in the preparation of this affidavit.

2 This affidavit supplements the affidavit I provided on November 23, 2021, in the
matier N.C. State Conf. of NAACP v. Berger, No. 21 CVS 14476 (Wake Cty. Super. Ct.), a copy
of which is attached hereto.

3. In my earlier affidavit, I outlined the timelines and deadlines involved in

preparing to conduct the primary and general election using new electoral districts in 2022. This




affidavit applies those same timelines to considerations regarding the filing period for the May
17, 2022, primary and municipal elections.

4. Under N.C.G.S. § 163-227.10(a), the State Board must begin mailing absentee
ballots 50 days prior to the primary election day, unless the State Board authorizes a reduction to
45 days or there is “an appeal before the State Board or the courts not concluded, in which case
the board shall provide the ballots as quickly as possible upon the conclusion of such an appeal.”
The federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) requires that
absentee ballots that include elections for federal office be made available by 45 days before a
primary election, see 52 U.S.C. § 20302(a)(8)(A), unless I request a waiver of this requirement
based on a legal contest delaying the preparation of ballots (or another enumerated hardship),
and that waiver is granted by the federal official designated to administer UOCAVA, see id. §
20302(g). Based on the current primary date of May 17, 2022, 50 days before the primary
election falls on March 28,2022, The 45-day federal deadline falls on April 2, 2022 for the
primary election; but because that day is a Saturday, in practice, the federal ballot distribution
deadline is Friday, April 1, 2022.

5. Before ballots can begin to be distributed by these deadlines, county board and
State Board staff need to finalize ballot styles for use across the state, a process that involves the
preparation and proofing of all ballot styles. A ballot style is the specific combination of
contests that appears on a voter’s ballot, based on that voter’s voting jurisdictions. There are
typically thousands of unique combinations of contests that are possible across the state, meaning
that there are typically thousands of ballot styles that must be prepared.

6. The preparation and proofing of these ballots takes approximately 17 to 21 days

(including holidays and weekends), and it cannot occur until candidate filing concludes, since the




elections boards must know which candidates will appear on the ballot before preparing those
ballots. Consequently, candidate filing must conclude, at the latest, on March 11, 2022, if
absentee ballots are to be distributed 50 days prior to the primary, or on March 15, 2022, if
absentee ballots are to be distributed 45 days prior to the primary. These last-chance dates would
place some strain on State and county board staff, however. A candidate filing period that
concluded on March 4, 2022, for example, would be preferable for the administration of the May
primary and municipal election.

7. There is currently no schedule to resume candidate filing for the May 17 primary.
The State and county boards require some advance notice to resume candidate filing in their
offices. In particular, the boards need to ensure that they have sufficient facilities and staff to
manage the filing period when it resumes, and they need to provide notice to local media,
candidates, political parties, and the general public regarding the filing dates.

8. Additionally, candidates would likely appreciate having advance notice of the
resumption of the filing period. This is true for any candidate planning to file a petition in lieu of
payment of a filing fee, which must be delivered to the relevant board of elections on the
Monday prior to the end of the filing period. See N.C.G.S. § 163-107.1. Knowing the candidate
filing period also helps candidates calculate the date by which they must have been affiliated
with a political party if they are filing for the primary nomination from that political party (i.e.,
90 days prior to filing). See id. § 163-106.1. And sheriff candidates especially need advance
notice of the resumed filing period because they may need to obtain an updated felony disclosure
statement from the North Carolina Sheriffs’ Education and Training Standards Commission
under Session Law 2021-107 prior to filing, since any such statement they obtained prior to the

December filing period would expire 90 days after issuance. In other words, because of the




suspension of candidate filing, many sheriff candidates will likely need to obtain a new
disclosure statement, but that would depend on exactly when candidate filing resumes and when
each candidate originally obtained their disclosure statement.

B, Therefore, consistent with the time period for candidate filing required by
N.C.G.S. § 163-106.2 and accounting for the three days of filing that occurred in December
2021, State Board staff recommends scheduling the upcoming candidate filing period to run from
8 a.m. on Thursday, February 24 to 12:00 noon on Friday, March 4, 2022.

10.  The postponement of the primary and municipal elections until May 17, 2022, has
generated uncertainty regarding the timing of municipal second elections in 2022 (i.e., runoffs or
municipal general elections following the May 17 primary) if there is no second primary. The
session law that postponed certain municipalities’ elections from 2021 until 2022 states that if a
second primary is triggered for a non-municipal contest under N.C.G.S. § 163-111, the municipal
second election date will be the same date as the second primary. See N.C. Session Law 2021-
56. This would be July 5 or July 26—the latter of which would occur only if there is a second
primary for a federal office. If no second primary is triggered by the May 17 primary, however,
the date for any municipal second election is uncertain. Under the session law, that date was
expressly set at April 26, which is no longer possible since the initial municipal election will
occur in May. The State and county boards therefore need clarity on when to hold any municipal
second election in the event that a second primary is not called for under N.C.G.S. § 163-111.
State Board staff recommends that such a date be set for July 26, 2022, which is consistent with
the second primary date for federal contests in statute and avoids an election day immediately

following a holiday, which would be the case if the non-federal second primary date of July 5

were used.




This concludes my affidavit.

This the ;5;_%%@ of January, 2022.

Karen Brinson Bell, Executive Director
N.C. State Board of Elections

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _sr'aay of January, 2022.
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STATE OF NORTH.CAROLINA. IN THE GENERAL COQURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
WARE COUNTY 21.CVS 14476 -
| . )
NORTH CAROLINA STATE )]
CONFERENCE OF NAACP, et al., )
)
Plaintiffs, 3. AFFIDAVIT OF
) KAREN BRINSON BELL
A )
. i J
PRILLIP E. BERGER, et al., )
. );
Defendants. )3
)

I, Karen Brinson Bell, swear under penalty: of petjury; that the following inforthation 1§
true-to the best of my knowledge and state as follows:

1. 1 am over 18 years ofd, I.am competent to give this affidavit, and have personal
knowledge of the facts set forth in this affidavit. Ihave consulted-with senior staffat the State
Board in the preparation of this affidavit,

2 I curréntly serve-as the Bxecutive Director of the North Cardlina State Bodrd of
Blections (fhie™State Board”). 1became Exeettive Director of the State Board effective June 1,
2019. My statufory duties as Executive Director include staffing, administration, and sxecution
of the'State Board’s decisions-and orders. 1am also the Chief State Electiohs Official for'the
State.of Notth Carolina under the National Voter Registration-Act of 1993 and N.C.G.S. § 163-
27. As Executive Director, 1 am responsible for the administratioh of eledtions in the State-of
North Carolina. The Staté Board ha"s supervisory respoasibilifies forthe 10Q county boards of
slections, and as Exeoufive Director, 1 provide guidance to the dirgctors:of the county boards:

3. On March 8, 2022, North Carolina is scheduled to hold its 2022 statewide primary

election. Contests on the ballot include the U.S, Senﬁta and House of Representatives, the N.C.

1




General Asseinbly, state judicial contests at all levels, district attorneys, and county offices.
Additionally; voters in roughly a third of Netth Carolina’s-cotinties will have municipal contésts
on their ballot, due:to-special legislation delaying ¢ertain municipal contests due fo delays in
tecéiving U.8, Census data, See N.C. Sess. Law 2021-56, For the non-municipal centests, if no
candidate reaches the vote share necessary to become the party nominee after the first primary
(at legst 30% of the vote plus one), a second primary may be lield.oh April-26, or May 17 if a
federal office is involved. See N.C.G.8.-§ 163-111, For tunicipal contests that use.the primary-
and-elction or election-arid-romoff inethods of voting, the-second municipal election will be held
onr April 26, anless a $econd primary isbéing held in a-federal contest, in: which case the
municipal second election will also.be held on May 17.!

4, It our state, the county boatds of elections administer eléctions in each county,
poﬂbbdks,_-ttai_xﬁﬁg elections officials, conducting absentee and in-person voting; and tabulation
and canvassing of results. The State Board is responsible for development and erhancement of*
our Statewide Elections Information Management System (“SEIMS™), which includes managing
‘functions that assifin voters to their relevant voting distriots, a process knpwn as*geocoding.”
The State Board also suppoits the county boards and théir vendors in the preparation and
proofing of ballots.

5. Por North Carolina electoral districts, the geocoding proc¢ess starts when the State
Board receives digtrict shapefiles from the legislature, which include g"eogtaphié data setting the

boundaries for legistative districts, The State. Board' staff them-wotks with county, board staff to

! North Carolina: mumcipahttes conduct elections using one-of four eléction methods:
nonpamsan plurality, nonpartisan election and Tunoff, nonpattisan primary 4nd election, and
paitisan pritnary and election. See N.C.G.S. §§ 163-291, -292, -293, -394,

2




usé the shapefiles to update the voting jurisdictions-that are assigned to particular addresses in
SEIMS. This proeess then-allows the State Board to work with county board staff arid ballot-
preparation vendors to prepare ballots. The State'Board must perform an audit of the geocoding
to efisute its accuracy befoie ballot prepatation.

6. The amount of time required for geocoding: generally corrésponds with the
number of district boundaries that areredrawn within the counties, In this case; most couinties
will experience changes to their districts following decennial redigtii¢ting—including state
legislative, congressional, and locdl jurisdiction districts—and a significant-number of those:

counties aré likely to have newly drawn. disjrict boundaries within the counties™ borders. Staff’
estimates that, given what we:currently know, geocoding would likely take atleast 21 days
(including holidays and \yeekends) for the 2022 primaty.

% Ballot preparation-arid proofing ¢an begin after geocoding is.complete and
candidate-filing closes: For the 2022 primary élections, candidate ﬁlingoccurs between noon or
December6, 2021, snd hoon on December 17, 2021, See N.C.G.S. § 163-106.2(a). The process
of generating and preofing ballots {s complex and involves multiple techriical systéns and
‘quality-controf checkpointsthat precede-ballot printing and the éoding of voting machines, This
includes proofing éach balldt style for-confent and accuracy, ballot printing, and delivery of all
ballot materials to couity boards. Staff estimates that, given what we currently know, ballot-
preparation and. proofing would likely- take between 17 and 21 days (including holidays and
weekends) for the 2022 primary; depending-on:the humbef of ballet'styles to prepate, which
largely depends an the degres of change 1o intracounty district lines, and the numbeér of conteted
nominations.

8. Geocoding and candidate filing may occur concurrently, although that is not ideal




because the completion of geocoding permits candidates and county boards to verify if a
candidate desiring to file for election lives in a particular district, It is possible, however, to
check candidate eligibility while geocoding is still taking place.

9. In contrast, geocoding and ballot preparation must occur consecutively. Ballots
cannot be prepared until the proper geographical boundaries for voting districts are set in SEIMS
and the candidates are known afier the candidate-filing period closes. Additionally, the end-of-
year holidays could pose difficulties for available staff time for the State Board, county boards,
and vendors, Therefore, the total time required for geocoding and ballot preparation is likely
between 38 and 42 days (including holidays and weekends).

10.  Under N.C.G.S. § 163-227.10(a), the State Board must begin mailing absentee
ballots SO days prior to the primary election day, unless the State Board authorizes a reduction to
45 days or there is “an appeal before the State Board or the courts not concluded, in which case
the board shall provide the ballots as quickly as possible upon the conclusion of such an appeal.”
The federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) requires that
absentee ballots that include elections for federal office be made available by 45 days before a
prithary election, see 52 U.S.C. § 20302(a)(8)(A), unless I request a waiver of this requirement
based on a legal contest delaying the preparation of ballots (or another enumerated hardship),
and that waiver is granted by the federal official designated to administer UOCAVA, see id. §
20302(g). The state requesting a waiver must present a comprehensive plan that provides
absentee UOCA VA voters sufficient time to receive and submit absentee ballots they have
requested in time to be counted in the federal election.? Based on the current primary date of

March 8, 2022, 50 days before the primary election falls on January 17, 2022; but because that

2 hitps:/fwww. fvap.goviuploads/FVAP/EQ/2012 waiver_guidance.pdf.
4




day is a holiday; the county boards must be prepated to begin distributing absentes ballofs on the
priot business day, which i§ January 14, 2022, The 45-day federal deadline falis on January 22,
2032 for the primary election; but because that day is a Saturday, in practice, the federal baliot.
distribution deadlitte.is Friday; January 21,.2022.

11, I sum, the State Board would need to receive the shapefiles for geocoding and
ballot preparpation between now and 38 to 42 days before the deadline for disteibuting absentee
ballots. Cinrently, that deadline is January 14, 2022, which means any few shapsfiles must
arrive between now and, December 3—7, 2021, If that.deadlirie were movedto January 21, 2022,
new shapefiles would need 'to arfive between now and December 1¢-14, 2021.

12, . 1fthe deadlines for distribiting abséntee ballots were extended beyond what.is:
required by WOCAVA, the State Board would also have-to factor in additional admiinistrative
steps that:must be prepdred before in-person voting occurs. Currently, in-person early voting is
sef to begin on February 17, 2022 for the:2022 primary.

13.  Before:in-person voting.ocenrs, the Stite Board must work with county boards to
load data onto physical media cards that are pl acegl in voting tabulation machines, a procgss
called “burning media,” The media cards ensure that the tabulaters. anticipate the layout of
ballets and properly'attribute‘ votes based on the ballot markings. The county boards musf al§o
conduct logic and accuracy tésting to erisure that tabulation machines-accurately fead ballots :and
to cotrett any ertors in.oding: ‘Staff estiihstes that burning media, preparing ballot marking
devices and tabulators, and logic and accuracy testing would likely takethe counties 14 days.
After that process, the State Board warks with the county boards tg conducta mock election,
which takes one day, and generally affords two weeks thereafier to remedy any technieal

problems identified during the moek election. That two-week period could be reduiced, but the




Staté Board generally believes t}'iaf_‘thﬁ two~week périod fully insures against risks associated
-witli-téchnical prgblems that may be identified in the. mock elecfion.

14.  Accordingly, regardless of when the absentee ballot distribution deadline falls;
allowing 20-days after ballots have been preparéd to. pregare for in-person election voting is
prefersble. Uridér the current detidlines. for distributing absentee ballofs, which.falls roughly &
moith béfore early voting begins, these processes can be-accommodated. The time requirements
for these progesses would only become relevant if the absentee digtribution deadline is shortenéd
to less than what is currently required by statute.

15.  Ifthe Court were to order a séparate primary for the challenged conitests, a
different set of administrative requiréménts woyld be friggered that could ultimately lead.to
disruption of the-general ¢lection in the fall.

16.  First, it.is not technically possible to perform geocoding while in-person vofing is
occurring, and it is difficult to perfortn geocoding during the canvass'period after the eléction.
This is because making chariges-in- SEIMS related to.geocoding inhibitg the actual voting
pracéss, County canvass takes place 10 days following an élection. Generally, at that:point,
geocoding ray begin,-assuming no.recount has heen ordered. Accordingly, we recommend that'
geocoding for any delayed primary not begin any earlier thanMarch 19, 2022. Relying on the
aforemeittioned estimates; it wonld take betwéen 38 and 42 days'to geodéode and prepare ballots
for a separate primary, Candidate filing could occur before or.simultaneous with geecoding.

17:  However, if this Court chose to delay only the contests challenged by this action
and:allowed the other races o proceed on March 8, 2022 (judicial, prosecutorial, county, and
municipal races), in-order to gocommodate.a'second primary.or second municipal election for

those races (see paragraph thres above) on April. 26 or May 17, the geocodirig time period would




be initerrupted as there will be a $écond blackout peiiod for geocoding from Afril 7 to'May 6 (if
the eléction is April 26), or April 28 to May 27 (if the election is May '17). This represents.an
interruption in geocoding of 30 days, resulting in the work of geocoding and ballot preparation
not being completed until approximately May 26-30, 2022, at the earliest. At that point,
absentee:ballots could be cii‘stributed purspant-to. N.€.G.S: § 163-227.10(a),

18.  ‘Second, state law regarding the deadline for distributing.absentee ballots-would
again require 50 days’ time priorto the primary election day, unless the State Board reduced that
time to 45 days or there is “an appeal before the State Board or the courts not concluded, in
‘whith case.the board shall provide the-bdllots & quickly as possible upon thie conclision of such
an appeal” N.C.G.S. § 163-227.10(n). The federal UGCAVA deadlific would not apply if the
primary did not involve federal offices. Therefore, accounting for absentee ballot disteibution
deadlines, the earliest that a separate ptimary could eccur is 45. days later, which-would result in
a primary élection day of Thiesday; July 12, 2022,

19.  Third, oné-stop arly voting would hiave to begin 20 days befoie the primary
election day under N.C.G:S, § 163-227.2(b). Accordingly, all of the administrative processes
that must oceur before in-person voting beging (geocoding, ballot preparation, burning niedia,
preparing touch-screen ballots, logic and accuracy testing, mock election, and technical fix
period, among,othe things), which are estimated to-take between 67 and 71 days total,.-would
hieed o Gocur between March 19, 2022, and 20 ddys before the date of the separate. prifary, with

-4n additional 30 day delay caused by the blackout period around the. second primary as described
ifr paragraph 17 above. Therefore, even puiting aside absentee ballet distribution deadlines and
then accounting for in-person voting timelines, the earliest that separate primary could occur is;

again, Tuesday, July 12,2022,




20,  Suclia late date for a pritmary would make any second primary; if triggered and
requested undér NLC.G:S.'§ 163-111, infeasible. A second primary under this-scenario would
occur on either August 30, 2022 or September 20, 2022 (i.e., 7-or 10 wesks after tlie initial
primary, depending on whether thers was 4 federal contest involved). This would interfere with
the August 19 to Augnst 23 deadline to begin prepaiig ballots for the genersl election,

Absentee ballots miist b mailed out forthe general election on Sepferiber'9, 2022 pursuant to
N.C:G.S. § 163-227.10(a), and staff fequire 17-21 days to prepare those ballofs ahead of that date
as described in paragraph. 7 above.

21, Fourth, thiere are additional administrative challenges that counties would face ifa
separaie priiiary wefe held. Among these challenges woirld be recruiting poll workers dnd
securifig voting locatiohs, glong with the associated costs. Inereasingly, county elections
officials.have found.it necessary to spend more time recruiting early voting and-election day poll
workers, especially because of statutorily mandated eaily voting hours and technologieal
advances. in many counties that fequire-elections workeis'to'be familiar with compuiters.
Additionally, 4 latge portion of precisict voting locations in the state arehused in places of
worship or in schools, with still others located:in privately owned facilities. Identifying-and
securing appropriate: preginet voting locations and one-stop early voting sites requires advance
work by county boatd staff and coardination with the State Board.

22.  Insum, enjoining and delayingonly thie thallenged primary-coritests would résult
in'sigdi’ﬁeﬁntly greatef administrative burden on the boards of elections, could fesult in
significant voter confiision, and could potentiélly lead fo an administratively infeasible timeline
in late summer. In contrast, if all currently scheduled contests set for March 8, 2022 were moved

1o a later date, this would still raise significant administrative burdens, but it‘would be. possible to




implement as geoeoding of any new shapefilés can begin iﬁiﬁlediately upon réceipt by the State
Bo#ird, without blackout iritefrupticns, and voters would not need to kesp track of mulfiple
primary dates for the: 2022 elecfions.

23.  Underthose circumstances, and backtracking from the arliest ¥slevant deadline
for the general elegtion—the ballot prepatation deadline of August 19 to Angitst. 23°—the second
priniiary can §icour no later than Tuesday, July 26, 2023 4 and the first primary can gceur no later
than"Tuesday, May 17, 2022, which in turn requires that-the State. Board be provided with any
new shapefiles rio later than February 14 to 18, 2022.5

5 Absentes ballots must be.mailed out for the general election on September 9, 2022 pursuant to
N.C.G:8. § 163-227.10¢a), and staff require 17-21 days to ptepate those ballots ahead of that daté
as described in paragraph 7 above.

421 days dre: fequired by the Staté Board to complete statewide ¢canvass-and derfify the elsotion
results, which must be completed prior to preparing ballots. This results in 4 date range of

Friday, July 29 to Suriday, August 2, with Tuesday, July 26 being the nearest feasible day to held
the election,

* The allowance of 10 weeks.isTequired between the first and secorid primiaries, pursuant to
N.C.G.8. §.163-111(e).

%38 10 42 days to.geocode and prepére ballots plus the 50 days before the election whei absenfee
ballots must be mailed.

g




This coricludes my affidavit.

This the &'éday of November; 2021,

Karef Biinson Bell, Ex@cutlve ‘Director
N.C. State Board uf’BIestmns

Sworn to-and subscribed before me this gﬂay of November, 2021.

.“‘mnmsmmm‘
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i@» OTA‘?}»{%% ,
] {Notary Public)
U <
My commission expires: |\ -A-D%
”‘*&’. ON G ,‘" -
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
WAKE COUNTY No. 21 CVS 015426

No. 21 CVS 500085

NORTH CAROLINA LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS, INC. et al.,
REBECCA HARPER, et al.,
COMMON CAUSE,
ORDER CLARIFYING
Plaintiffs, ELECTION SCHEDULE
V.

REPRESENTATIVE DESTIN HALL, in his
official capacity as Chair of the House Standing
Committee on Redistricting, et al.

Defendants.

This matter comes before the Court on motion by State Defendants, for an Order clarifying
the election schedule as authorized by the December 8, 2021 Order of the Supreme Court of North
Carolina. Pursuant to that order, and for good cause shown, the Motion for Clarification of the
Election Schedule is GRANTED.

IT IS ORDERED that the candidate filing period for the May 17, 2022 election shall
resume at 8:00 A.M. on Thursday, February 24, 2022 and conclude at 12:00 noon of Friday,
March 4, 2022; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if no second primary is required following the May

primary, the date of the second municipal election following the May municipal elections shall

be July 26, 2022.

Dated:

A. Graham Shirley, Superior Court Judge




Nathaniel J. Poovey, Superior Court Judge

Dawn M. Layton, Superior Court Judge




