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2008 Economic Downturn



Good News/Bad News

 4 LSC-funded organizations in Tennessee, 100 

excellent, experienced attorneys to handle civil 

matters   BUT

 1.4 million Tennesseans needing help with a legal 

matter

AND

 Most did nothing to help themselves because they 

did not recognize the problem as legal or did not 

know where to go or did not trust the system 

enough to approach an attorney



Tennessee Access to Justice 

Commission Created 2009

 Court made Access to Justice its #1 Strategic 

Priority

 Mobilized the 20,000+ attorneys who already 

had ethical obligations to provide pro bono 

help

 Sought to meet clients where they were to 

identify and assist with civil legal needs



The needs are many.

 Housing

 Medical care

 Immigration Status

 Government benefits: unemployment, 

disability, workers’ compensation, veterans

 Child custody

 Wills

 Drivers’ license revocation



How Did We Initially Serve 

Those in Need? 

A. We brought “ ‘them’ to ‘us’ ” 

 Legal Clinics at courthouses, lawyer 

offices

 Sponsored by bar associations, law firms

 Very successful with early clinic efforts in 

more rural places

 But still not attracting many who we 

wanted to assist



First Evaluation

 Where do people go when they have       

legal issues or other crises? Who do they 

trust to solve their problems? Where do 

they “hang out”? How can we engage 

them there?



Some Answers

 Nowhere: they don’t recognize problem 

or likelihood of solution

 Internet

 Neighbor, friend, or trusted person 

(hairdresser, mechanic)



Most Intriguing Answer

 Houses of Worship or worship leaders

 And spiritual leaders already know how 

to give assistance—but may not think 

about legal nature of issues 

 A perfect match!



And thus began the TFJA!



TFJA has actively extended 

outreach to faith communities

• Early participants were primarily Christian 

Protestant denominations

• Actively and intentionally extended to all 

religious groups and individual congregations

• Further extension to universities, rehab 

facilities, arts organizations, immigration 

clinics, NAACP 



…and to other settings

• Exploring extensions to jails and prisons 

• Expungement and drivers’ license clinics

• Room in the Inn programs

• We are limited only by our own imaginations!







We have added outward 

community awareness programs.



And even gone virtual during

COVID-19! 



We are blessed with great staff and 

commission members and 

community partners.



We love to share thoughts 

and ideas.

 The Tennessee Faith and Justice Alliance is 

excited that we could help in any way with 

North Carolina’s creative process. Chief 

Justice Cheri Beasley is an incredible leader!

 We are excited to see that you are already 

identifying even more and better ways to serve 

those who lives can be changed with our help! 

We will take those home with us! 



Congratulations!


