
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chief Justice’s Rules Advisory Commission 
Minutes of Meeting 

October 24, 2019 

North Carolina Judicial Center, Room A1101 
901 Corporate Center Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27607 
 
 
 

Call to Order and Introductions 

A meeting of the Chief Justice’s Rules Advisory Commission was called to order at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 24, 2019, in the Executive Boardroom at the Judicial Center by North Carolina 
Court of Appeals Judge Donna Stroud, Commission Chair. 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: 
Trey Allen, Professor, UNC School of Government 
Ann Anderson, Professor, UNC School of Government 
Mark Anderson, Partner, McGuireWoods LLP 
Pamela Hill, Clerk of Superior Court, Randolph County 
Mark Holt, Partner, Holt Sherlin LLP 
Mike Mitchell, Attorney, Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell & Jernigan, LLP 
Kellie Myers, Trial Court Administrator, Wake County 
John Rabiej, Deputy Director, Bolch Judicial Institute, Duke School of Law 
Paul Ridgeway, Senior Resident Superior Court Judge, Wake County 
Andrew Tripp, Chief of Staff, Office of Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger 
 
Commission Member Not in Attendance: 
Christine Walczyk, District Court Judge, Wake County 
 
Other Attendees: 
Grant Buckner, Administrative Counsel, Supreme Court of North Carolina 
Betse Hamilton, Office of Administrative Counsel, Supreme Court of North Carolina 
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Oath of Office 

North Carolina Court of Appeals Judge Chris Dillon administered the oath of office to the 
following Commission members: Judge Donna Stroud, Commission Chair; Ann Anderson; Mark 
Anderson; Mark Holt; Mike Mitchell; Kellie Myers; and John Rabiej. Notarized oaths of office were 
received from Trey Allen, Mark Anderson, Pamela Hill, Mike Mitchell, and Andrew Tripp. 
 
 

Review of Structure and Purpose of Commission 

Judge Stroud reviewed charges for the Commission as outlined in the administrative order 
establishing the Chief Justice’s Rules Advisory Commission, signed by Chief Justice Cheri Beasley 
on September 25, 2019. 
 
General Charge: 

o To monitor, comprehensively and particularly, the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure 
and the General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts on behalf of the 
judicial branch of government; and 

o To recommend amendments, additions, and deletions to those rules as are considered 
necessary for the proper administration of justice. 

 
Special Charge: 

o To recommend amendments, additions, and deletions to the North Carolina Rules of Civil 
Procedure and the General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts as are 
considered necessary for the implementation of a statewide electronic-filing and case-
management system. 

 
The Following Issues Were Discussed: 

o Rule changes in other jurisdictions 
➢ Is there information about rule changes in other jurisdictions where Tyler 

Technologies’ software has been implemented? 
➢ To hone its focus, the Commission should investigate what other states have done 

that have gone through a similar transition. 
 

o Privacy concerns if case documents are available online 
 

o Pro se filers—how have other states implemented eCourts with this group? 
 

o Funding for the Commission 
➢ There is no funding for this Commission. 
➢ May the Commission ask the NCAOC’s judicial fellows for assistance? Law 

students? 
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o Rule sets impacted by the eCourts initiative 

➢ North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure (statute law) 
➢ Criminal rules (statute law; common law) 
➢ General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts (rules promulgated 

by the Supreme Court of North Carolina) 
➢ Electronic-Filing Pilot Project Rules (rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of 

North Carolina) 
➢ Local Rules of Court (rules promulgated by trial court judges) 

o Rule 22 of the General Rules of Practice could be revised to impose 
uniformity at the local level—e.g., the rule could state that local rules 
cannot be inconsistent with the statewide electronic-filing and case-
management system. 

o Judge Stroud suggested having judicial districts review their local rules, 
through the senior resident superior court judge and chief district court 
judge. 

➢ Rules of Recordkeeping (rules promulgated by the NCAOC Director, with the 
assistance of the NCAOC Office of General Counsel) 

➢ Business Court Rules (rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of North Carolina) 
o The Business Court has a rules committee that advises the Supreme Court. 

➢ Rules of Appellate Procedure (promulgated by the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina) 

o The Appellate Rules Committee of the North Carolina Bar Association 
advises the Supreme Court. 

 
 

Tyler Technologies Presentation 

Brad Fowler, AOC Chief Business Officer, introduced a presentation by Tyler Technologies 
concerning the implementation of a statewide electronic-filing and case-management system 
(called “Odyssey”). 
 
Per the eCourts handout (see attachment), “Tyler Technologies’ Odyssey suite will replace older 
systems and integrate all of these products into one total case management solution, including 
e-filing, financial management, and document management for all case types.” 
 
There will be a five-year staggered rollout, starting during the first half of 2021. Four pilot 
counties, Harnett, Johnston, Lee, and Wake, will go online during the first phase of 
implementation. Mecklenburg County, as an early adopter, will go online during the second 
phase of implementation. The ninety-five remaining counties will go online over the remaining 
phases of implementation. 
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Following the presentation, discussion ensued concerning the following issues: 
o Determining which changes to the Rules of Civil Procedure will need to go to the 

legislature during the 2020 short session in order for the pilot counties to go live during 
the first half of 2021. 

o Determining which changes to the General Rules of Practice will need to go to the 
Supreme Court in order for the pilot counties to go live during the first half of 2021. 

o Making rule changes cognizant of Tyler Technologies’ technological restrictions. 
o Establishing a limit for pro se litigants concerning the volume of documents that they can 

file without having an account with the eCourts Odyssey suite.  
 
 

Subcommittees Named 

The following subcommittees and committee members were named by Judge Stroud: 
o Rules of Civil Procedure subcommittee – Mike Mitchell, Chair; Trey Allen; Ann Anderson; 

Paul Ridgeway; and Andrew Tripp. 
o General Rules of Practice subcommittee – Mark Anderson, Chair; Pamela Hill; and Mark 

Holt. 
 
 

Schedule for Upcoming Commission Meetings 

The following dates were set for the next three meetings of the Commission: 
o Friday, November 15, 2019, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
o Friday, January 10, 2020, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
o Friday, March 20, 2020, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
All meetings will be held at the Judicial Center in the Executive Boardroom, room A1101. 
 
 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. by Judge Stroud. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by:  /s/ Grant E. Buckner_______________________ 
                                            Administrative Counsel, Supreme Court of North Carolina 

 
Date submitted:  31 October 2019 






