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Methodology

• ICRW compiled marriage license applications shared by Register of Deeds or their data 
vendors. Data was requested back to 2000. No personal identifying information was 
shared.

• All records were checked to ensure that ages of both applicants were recorded, entered 
correctly, and at least one applicant was a minor when the application was submitted.

• In total, ICRW received data from 50 counties representing 43% of the population of North 
Carolina in 2018.

• In order to estimate statewide prevalence, the same rate of marriage license applications 
was assumed in the remaining 50 counties. ICRW researchers extrapolated the rate for the 
remining counties based on population size, adding the two sums together in order to 
obtain a final statewide estimate. 



• Between 2000 and 2019, at least 
3,949 marriage license 
applications involving 4,218 
minors were submitted in the 50 
counties that participated in the 
analysis. 

• Extrapolating by population 
assuming the same rates of 
child marriage in the remaining 
50 counties, estimate would put 
NC among top 5 states in the 
nation in terms of total 
numbers.

Thousands of children are marrying



Findings: To whom are children being wed?



• Largest: 40 years 
between a 57-year-old 
and 17-year-old

• Majority of applications 
for 15 and under in 
conflict with state 
statutory rape laws

• Anecdotal evidence 
suggests NC becoming a 
destination for child 
marriage

Age Gaps Were Large



Policy Recommendations

Legislators 
should remove 
the pregnancy 
exception at NC 
Stat 51-2.1 and 
amend the 
statute that 
immediately 
precedes it:



Annex: Counties Represented

County

Alexander Clay Forsyth Henderson Montgomery Pitt Stanly Yancey

Buncombe Cleveland Franklin Jackson New Hanover Polk Surry

Burke Columbus Gaston Jones Onslow Randolph Transylvania

Caldwell Craven Gates Lenoir Orange Richmond Watauga

Camden Currituck Guilford Lincoln Pamlico Rockingham Wayne

Caswell Dare Halifax Macon Pasquotank Rowan Wilson

Chowan Duplin Haywood Madison Person Rutherford Yadkin



Thank you!


