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2017 HOUSE AND SENATE PLANS CRITERIA

Equal Population. The Committees shall use the 2010 federal decennial census data as the
sole basis of population for drawing legislative districts in the 2017 House and Senate
plans. The number of persons in each legislative district shall comply with the +/- 5
percent population deviation standard established by Stephenson v. Bartlett, 355 N.C.
354, 562 S.E. 2d 377 (2002).

Contiquity. Legislative districts shall be comprised of contiguous territory. Contiguity by
water is sufficient.

County Groupings and Traversals. The Committees shall draw legislative districts within
county groupings as required by Stephenson v. Bartlett, 355 N.C. 354, 562 S.E. 2d 377
(2002) (Stephenson 1), Stephenson v. Bartlett, 357 N.C. 301, 582 S.E.2d 247 (2003)
(Stephenson 11), Dickson v. Rucho, 367 N.C. 542, 766 S.E.2d 238 (2014) (Dickson I) and
Dickson v. Rucho, 368 N.C. 481, 781 S.E.2d 460 (2015) (Dickson I1). Within county
groupings, county lines shall not be traversed except as authorized by Stephenson I,
Stephenson 11, Dickson I, and Dickson 11.

Compactness. The Committees shall make reasonable efforts to draw legislative districts
in the 2017 House and Senate plans that improve the compactness of the current districts.
In doing so, the Committees may use as a guide the minimum Reock (“dispersion”) and
Polsby-Popper (“perimeter”) scores identified by Richard H. Pildes and Richard G.
Neimi in Expressive Harms, "Bizarre Districts," and Voting Rights: Evaluating Election-
District Appearances After Shaw v. Reno, 92 Mich. L. Rev. 483 (1993).

Fewer Split Precincts. The Committees shall make reasonable efforts to draw legislative
districts in the 2017 House and Senate plans that split fewer precincts than the current
legislative redistricting plans.

Municipal Boundaries. The Committees may consider municipal boundaries when
drawing legislative districts in the 2017 House and Senate plans.

Incumbency Protection. Reasonable efforts and political considerations may be used to
avoid pairing incumbent members of the House or Senate with another incumbent in
legislative districts drawn in the 2017 House and Senate plans. The Committees may
make reasonable efforts to ensure voters have a reasonable opportunity to elect non-
paired incumbents of either party to a district in the 2017 House and Senate plans.

Election Data. Political considerations and election results data may be used in the
drawing of legislative districts in the 2017 House and Senate plans.

No Consideration of Racial Data. Data identifying the race of individuals or voters shall
not be used in the drawing of legislative districts in the 2017 House and Senate plans.
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