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As the Court commemorates its 200th Anniversary,
Cheri Beasley becomes the first African-American
woman to serve as Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of North Carolina. Beasley’s judicial career
spans two decades, beginning in 1999 with her
appointment as a District Court Judge in the
Twelfth Judicial District by Governor James B. Hunt,
Jr. She served ten years in that position, elected in
2002 and in 2006. In 2008, Beasley was elected
to serve as an Associate Judge on the North Carolina
Court of Appeals, making her the first African-American
woman elected in any statewide election without an initial
appointment by the Governor. After four years on the Court of Appeals, she
was appointed to the Supreme Court of North Carolina by Governor Beverly
Perdue, and subsequently won election to that position in 2014. At the time of
her appointment, she was only the sixth woman and only the second African-
American woman to serve on the State’s highest court.

Beasley’'s commitment to serve North Carolina extends far beyond the halls of
justice. She mentors countless young people and reads at a local elementary
school weekly. She lectures at area law schools. She promotes the rule
of law and the administration of justice in lectures throughout the United
States, Europe, Egypt, and the Caribbean, emphasizing the importance of
an independent judiciary and fair judicial selection. Beasley has served in a
number of leadership roles in the North Carolina Bar Association including, as
vice-president, as a member of the Litigation Section Council, Women in the
Profession Committee, and Awards and Recognitions Committee. She has also
served as a member of the N.C. Bar Foundation Endowment Committee and
the American Bar Association Standing Committee for Legal Aid and Indigent
Defense.

Beasley is the recipient of many awards and honors including the Fayetteville
State University Chancellor's Medallion, the North Carolina Association of
Women Attorneys’ Gwyneth B. Davis Award, The University of Tennessee
Knoxville Trailblazer Award, as well as inductions into The Douglass Society,
the highest honor bestowed by Douglass College of Rutgers University, and the
Rutgers University African-American Alumni Alliance Hall of Fame.

Beasley earned a Master of Laws (L.L.M.) in Judicial Studies from Duke University
School of Law and is a graduate of The University of Tennessee College of Law
and Douglass College of Rutgers University. She and her husband, Curtis Owens,
are the proud parents of twin sons, Thomas and Matthew, college freshmen.
Their home church is First Baptist Church, Moore Street, Fayetteville. They
are members of First Baptist Church, South Wilmington Street, Raleigh where
Beasley serves on the Board of Trustees.
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