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Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission

About

• 28 members representing components of 
the criminal justice system

Membership

• Members appointed by leaders of all 
three branches of government

Independent

• Advise General Assembly and criminal 
justice agencies on criminal justice policy

Purpose

Duties

Legislative and other requests

• Classify criminal offenses based on their 
severity

• Monitor sentences imposed under 
Structured Sentencing

• Review criminal justice bills and provide 
population impact projections

Relevant Mandates
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Minimum Sentence Lengths

 IV 

 10-13 Pts 

 A 

 97 – 121 

D 78 – 97 

 58 – 78 
 

 

● AGGRAVATED MINIMUM SENTENCE RANGE

● PRESUMPTIVE MINIMUM SENTENCE RANGE

● MITIGATED MINIMUM SENTENCE RANGE
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Maximum Sentence Lengths

Each minimum sentence 
has corresponding 

maximum sentence

*Partial replication of maximum felony punishment chart
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Types of Punishment

Active

• Imprisonment

• Prison/Jail

• Post-Release 
Supervision

Intermediate

• Non-Active Sentence

• Supervised Probation

• May include:

• Special Probation 
(split sentence)

• Drug Treatment Court

• Other conditions set 
by court

• Conditions added by 
probation officer after 
risk needs assessment

Community

•Non-Active Sentence

• Supervised or Unsupervised 
Probation, Fine only

•Probation may include:

• Fine

•Conditions set by court

•Conditions added by 
probation officer after 
risk/needs assessment

•Probation may not include:

• Special Probation

•Drug Treatment Court
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Classifying Criminal Offenses

Type of harm

• Person

• Property

• Society

Degree of harm

• Serious

• Significant

• Minor
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Human Trafficking Offenses – Article 10A

Offense 
Class

Adult Victim Minor Victim

B2

C
Sexual servitude
Involuntary servitude

D

E

F
Involuntary servitude
Sexual servitude

Sexual servitude

Human trafficking

Human trafficking Human trafficking

Human trafficking

Unlawful sale, surrender, or 
purchase of a minor
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Human Trafficking Sentences – FY 2013-17

Offense Victim Class Total 
Convictions

Active Rate

Human trafficking
Adult F* 4 25%

Minor C* 5 Mandatory Active

Involuntary servitude
Adult F 0

Minor C 0

Sexual servitude

Adult F 1 0%

Adult D (since 2013) 1 Mandatory Active

Minor C 2 Mandatory Active

* These offenses were reclassified effective December 1, 2017, there were no convictions in the timeframe. 

SOURCE: NC Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission, FY 2013 – FY 2017 Felony Statistical Report Data



12

Sentencing Commission Support

● Provide sentencing data

● Review proposed classification changes for consistency with 
Structured Sentencing

● Project impact of proposed changes on the prison population

● www.ncspac.org


