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Representing with Purpose



Overall Goal
Coordinated, Comprehensive and Strategic 

Statewide Effort is Required to Improve:

Disjointed Process for Bill Review, 
Stakeholder Endorsement and 
Introduction

Patchwork of Legislation which Creates 
Gaps in Victims’ Rights

Perception that NC is Behind Other 
States in Trafficking Victims’ Rights 
Laws



Near-Term Legislative Priorities for Commission Consideration
Enact Survivor Justice Legislation
The law would create a resentencing petition process for survivors of abuse and exploitation requiring courts 
to consider trauma and coercion and authorizing sentence reduction where justice requires.

Expand Criminal Records Relief for Survivors
Amend NCGS 15.A-1415 (human trafficking expungement statute) to expand categories of offenses eligible for 
full vacatur.  This change would better reflect the survivor experience of criminalization, making intended relief 
more accessible.  

Alternative Forms of Victim Testimony to Avoid Re-Traumatization
Amend § 15A-1225.1 (Child witnesses; remote testimony) to include adult victims of domestic violence, unlawful 
sexual behavior, stalking, or human trafficking or propose new law providing closed circuit or other forms of 
remote testimony for certain crime victims upon a showing of risk for re-traumatization. 



Questions?

Commission 
Support?

Does the Commission support the 
Survivor’s Justice Act?

If so, can that endorsement be made 
public? 

Does the Commission support the 
proposed changes to:

NCGS §  15.A-1415 (human 
trafficking expungement statute) 
NCGS § 15A-1225.1 (child 
witnesses; remote testimony) 

Future collaboration to advance 
legislative priorities
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