
 

 

 
 

 
 

June 10, 2021 
 
From: Hon. Paul Ridgeway, Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 
 Hon. Debra Sasser, Chief District Court Judge 
 Hon. Lorrin Freeman, District Attorney 
 Hon. Blair Williams, Clerk of Superior Court 
 Hon. Chris Graves, Chief Magistrate 
 Mr. Deonte Thomas, Chief Public Defender 
 Ms. Kellie Myers, Trial Court Administrator 
 
Re: COVID-19 Public Safety Policies - 10th Judicial District 
  
In consideration of recent guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the 
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge and the Chief District Court Judge, in consultation with the 10th 
Judicial District Emergency Response Team, the Administrative Office of the Courts, and state and local 
health officials, issue the following safety policies. These safety policies replace in their entirety the 
policies contained in the June 19, 2020 amendment to the May 29, 2020 COVID-19 Public Safety Policies.   
 
These policies are implemented pursuant to the guidance and authority of the Order of the Chief Justice 
of the North Carolina Supreme Court dated June 7, 2021 and shall apply to the Judicial Facilities of the 
10th Judicial District (Wake County).  These policies shall remain in effect until further notice and are 
subject to change at any time to reflect current medical and safety advice and guidance. 
 
These policies are a baseline.  Hiring authorities, judicial officials, and courthouse security personnel 
have discretion to require additional safety measures, as needed, to protect courthouse personnel and 
the public while honoring the Judicial Branch’s commitment to open courts and the prompt 
administration of impartial justice. Additional information about the Judicial Branch’s response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak is available at https://www.nccourts.gov/covid-19.  
 
These policies are not a substitute for personal responsibility -- the CDC recommends that every person 
take affirmative measures to avoid contracting COVID-19.  The CDC measures vary depending on 
whether individuals have been fully vaccinated and may be reviewed at https://www.cdc.gov.  
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Judicial Facilities:   The Wake County Justice Center, the Wake County Courthouse, and those portions 
of the Hammond Road Detention Facility utilized for judicial functions.  
 
Courthouse Personnel: Persons working within Judicial Facilities, including judges and staff, magistrates 
and staff, clerks of court and staff, public defenders and staff, district attorneys and staff, court 
reporters, interpreters, bailiffs assigned to Judicial Facilities and security personnel assigned to Judicial 
Facilities. 

https://www.nccourts.gov/covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/
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POLICIES 
 
The Administrative Order entered on May 17, 2021 by Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Paul 
Ridgeway and Chief District Court Judge Debra Sasser concerning the wearing of face coverings in 
Judicial Facilities (and any subsequent Administrative Order regarding the wearing of face coverings) is 
incorporated herein by reference. A copy of the current Administrative Order is attached. 
 
Face coverings, safe distancing, and other safety measures may be required of all persons, including fully 
vaccinated persons, in courtrooms or other areas of the Judicial Facilities in the discretion of judicial 
officials, courthouse security personnel, or area supervisors if deemed necessary to protect the health 
and safety of all.  The judicial official, courthouse security personnel, or area supervisor requiring face 
coverings shall ensure that an adequate supply of face coverings are available within the court space 
and shall apply the requirement uniformly to all persons within the court space.  
All persons within the courtrooms and elevators within the Judicial Facilities shall comply with markings 
and signage, if any, denoting distancing and spacing requirements unless otherwise directed by a judicial 
official, a deputy, or courthouse security personnel. 
 

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/21%20R%20342%20Admin%20Order%20re%20Face%20Coverings%20in%20Judicial%20Facilities.pdf?30RTJuxIpC1kpXhk9aY0.j_W5ZFTDdXz





