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In 1789 the Constitution
of the United States was
established. It incorporated the
principles of government by
the people that our founding
fathers had already set forth in
the Declaration of Independence
of 1776. It also embodied ideals
of freedom and justice that
prophets, poets, philosophers,
and political leaders had spoken
of almost since the beginning
of recorded history. From the
eighth century BCE until years

L s e ==
p
it o=
gEEETE
s
)?
|

oy

es strong th

1

of eighteenth-century European
Enlightenment, profound sages
like Aristotle, Cicero, John Locke,
and Thomas Jefferson made

level the footing upon which our
system of government rests.

proclamation that “everywhere
there is one principle of justice,”
and that thought is mounted here
as well as above the lintel of the
Supreme Court in Washington:
“equal justice under law.”

The texts cut into the

stones of this Courthouse are
designed to remind all who read
them - judge and law officer,
plaintiff and defendant, student
and casual passerby - that our
destinies as individuals and as
citizens are guided by these
truths wrested from history and
paid for with patriot blood.



