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Perspectives from a District Court Judge
Charles E. Brown, Chief District Court Judge (19C)

Juvenile Court in North Carolina—History & Overview 
LaToya Powell, Assistant Professor, UNC School of Government

The Science Behind the Issue: Adolescent Development 
Cindy C. Cottle, Ph.D. 

Comparative Statistical Profile of Young Offenders in North Carolina 
Michelle Hall, Senior Research and Policy Associate, NC Sentencing & Policy Advisory Commission

Pilot Project: Durham’s Misdemeanor Diversion Program 
Marcia H. Morey, Chief District Court Judge (Durham) 

Pilot Project: Reducing Referrals from Schools to Juvenile & Criminal Courts 
J. H. Corpening, Chief District Court Judge (Wilmington) 

Law Enforcement & Prosecutors Perspectives on the Issue 
Andrew Murray, District Attorney & Commission Member 
Edmond W. Caldwell, Jr., Executive VP & General Counsel, NC Sheriffs’ Association 
Police Chief Frank Palombo (retired; New Bern) 

Perspectives from the Juvenile Justice System 
W. David Guice, Commissioner, Division of Adult Correction and Juvenile Justice 
William Lassiter, Deputy Commissioner—Juvenile Justice, DACJJ 
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The Role of Indigent Defense 
The Honorable Rhoda Billings, former Chief Justice, NC Supreme Court 

Indigent Defense Services in North Carolina 
Thomas K. Maher, Executive Director, NC Indigent Defense Services

Panel: The Defense Lawyer’s Perspective on Indigent Defense 
Moderator: Robert C. Kemp III, Public Defender (Dist. 3A) & President, NC Public Defenders Association
Panelists: James E. Williams, Chief Public Defender (Dist. 15B); Jeff Cutler, Attorney (Contract Attorney, Wake);
Desmond McCallum (Private Appointed Counsel, Mecklenburg)

Panel: The Prosecutor’s Perspective on Indigent Defense 
Moderator: R. Andrew Murray, Jr., District Attorney (Prosecutorial District 26) & President, NC Conference of 
District Attorneys
Panelists: Lorrin Freeman, District Attorney (Prosecutorial District 10); Seth H. Edwards, District Attorney 
(Prosecutorial District 2); Michael D. Waters, District Attorney (Prosecutorial District 9)

The Judge’s Perspective on Indigent Defense 
The Honorable Athena F. Brooks, Chief District Court Judge & President, NC
Conference of District Court Judges (District 29B)
The Honorable Henry W. Hight, Jr., Superior Court Judge (Judicial District 9) 

Models for Providing Indigent Defense 
John Rubin, Albert Coates Professor of Public Law and Government, UNC School of Government
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