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PRESENTATION OF CLARK PORTRAIT. 

on Roanoke Island, (before the State Historical Association, 4 July, 
1922), "Raising, Organization and Equipment of N. O. Troops During 
the Oivil War," (Address before North Oarolina Historical Associa
tion, 1917), "Old Foes With New Faces," (Address before the Bar 
Association of Virginia, 25 August, 1903), "The Gospel of Progress," 
(an address at Elon Oollege, 6 June, 1911), "Ooke, Blackstone and the 
Oommon Law," (Oase and Oomment), "Letters From Mexico," (Raleigh 
News and Observer), "Legal Oobwebs and Judicial Aggrandizement," 
"An Open Letter to the North Oarolina Oorporation Oommission Upon 
Railway Rates," (News and Observer), "The Bible in Public Schools," 
the foregoing list of a portion of the titles of the articles and addresses 
which were the children of his brain, give some idea of the versatility 
and wide range of subjects which his learning covered, and he never 
spoke or wrote upon any question until he had fully mastered the subject 
in all its details. 

For many years he was chairman of the Judiciary Oommittee of 
North Oarolina Grand Lodge of Masons. 

His activities did much to encourage the dissemination of infqrma
tion in regard to the History of North Oarolina and he was at one 
time president of the State Literary and Historical Society. Through 
his efforts, the two dates, 20 May, 1775 and 12 April, 1776, were 
written upon the State Flag, and North Oarolina adopted as its motto, 
the test he applied to each proposition and the rule by which he guided 
his conduct, "Esse Quam Videri." 

In the life of him to whom we now do honor, good seed had fallen 
on fertile soil. Sound stock, firmly, righteously and humanely trained, 
produced the diligent student and affectionate son-the patriot who 
endured the hardships and dangers of battle; partook of the privations 
of his despoiled State, developed into the able advocate, wise counsellor, 
skillful farmer, bold journalist, accurate author, accomplished linguist, 
learned scientist, profound economist and jurist who with knowledge 
judged righteously between men. Reflecting so many phases of life in 
our State, the champion of the weak, the mantle of Vance fell upon his 
shoulders, and now that he has passed, there is none to receive it from 
him. So large a figure cannot now be rightly measured. It remains 
to posterity to rightly appraise the towering statute of his intellect. 

In the contemplation of his public achievements and his mental 
attainments, we should not lose sight of the tender and affectionate 
relations he bore to his friends and to his family. His wife had preceded 
him upon the last journey. He left five noble sons and two charming 
daughters who are monuments bearing witness to the truth of the 
statement that he gave freely of his time and attention to the training 
of his children. Those who attended the last rites were touched to see 



850 IN THE SUPREME COURT. [188 

PRESENTATION OF CLARK PORTRAIT. 

his nephew, two sons-in-law and five sons,-the active pall bearers of 
one who in every phase of life had written himself a man. 

The world is richer that he has lived and poorer that his labors have 
ceased. The father of Greek philosophy told the richest of rulers, 
"Count no man happy till he be dead," the mighty monarch scorned 
the sage's advice and proved it by dying a slave. A career of public 
service in war and peace extending over a period of 63 years is ended 
and now that it is closed, we may count WALTER CLAE:K happy. The 
last Confederate Veteran has sat as a Judicial Officer, the last of that 
courageous and patriotic band who served our State so well as a State 
Officer, has passed. WALTER CLARK, the man is dead. ",V ALTER CLARK, 
the spirit of progressive enlightened jurisprudence is immortal. 

REMARKS OF CHIEF JUSTICE HOKE, UPON ACCEPTING PORTRAIT OF 

THE LATE CHIEF JUSTICE WALTER CLARK, IN SUPREME 

COURT ROOM, 28 OCTOBER, 1924 

The Court has heard in fullest sympathy the fine tribute to our late 
Chief Justice. His was indeed a commanding personality whose thought 
and work impressed itself on the life and jurisprudence of the State 
in a most remarkable degree. 

He had strong personal convictions on the public questions of the 
day and supported them always with such learning and power that even 
when his views were too advanced for immediate adoption by judicial 
opinion, they not infrequently prevailed by reason of legislation deemed 
necessary for the public good. 

In addition to his many unusual qualities as man, citizen and jurist, 
which have just been so impressively stated, the Court desires further to 
express its appreciation of his great merit as a presiding officer. While 
direct and positive, he was also both considerate and courteous, and 
ever ready to spend himself to the uttermost ill promoting the work 
of his Oourt and in the assistance of each individual member of it. 
And I am justified in saying that it is due to his great diligence and 
the methods established by him that the Oourt has thm far been able 
to efficiently dispatch its business and keep abreast with its docket. 

Able, learned, patriotic and in all things courageous and dutiful, in 
his death North Oarolina has lost a great public servam who wrought 
diligently for the good of the State and its people, and who had their 
welfare always at heart. 

The Marshal will cause the portrait to be hung in its appropriate 
place, and these proceedings will be printed in the fortheoming volume 
of our reports and spread upon the minutes of the Court. 


