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He could even find humor in his Bible. There is humor in the Bible 
that can be reverently pointed out, hat few people see it. It took Bond's 
spirit of humor to see the joke in that 7,500 he-goats that the Arabians 
sent to old J ehosephat, 11 Ohronicles, 17 :11. The average reader, 
reading that story, has never thought of the atmospheric conditions of 
Jerusalem with 7,500 billy goats herded together and marching through 
it, notwithstanding he may be familiar with Tom Moore's lines: 

iCy ou may break, you may shatter the vase if you will, 
But the scent of the roses remain with it still." 

Even in the solemn story of the importunate widow, harassing the old 
King to be avenged of her enemies, was seen by him to present primarily 
the picture of the old King that "Feared not God nor man," turning to 
his courtiers and saying: "Give this woman the half of my kingdom if 
it takes that to stop her. I can stand her no longer." 

He gave his best efforts to his official duties and was ulliversally per­
sonally popular with the Bar in the exercise of them. Seeing him in 
that service for fifteen years and knowing his character and his nature 
as I did, I often thought that great and honorable as the judicial office 
is, there are qualities and traits of human life and character higher and 
stronger in the Divine crucible than those that following the precedents, 
doctrines and formulas make the greatest Judges. And this is my esti­
mate of his Judgeship. The case had to go right as he saw it, or he 
would not go with it. 

I beg to return my personal thanks to the C hief Justice for this oppor­
tunity to pay this last tribute to his memory. "We were lovely in life 
and in death not divided." 

REMARKS OF CHIEF JUSTICE STACY, UPON ACCEPTING THE 
PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM MARION BOND, IN THE SUPREME 

COURTROOM, 26 AUGUST, 1947 

For a third of a century, from 1880 to 1913, W. M. Bond followed the 
courts of the First Judicial District. In his career as a lawyer, he 
represented all sorts and conditions of people-high and low, rich and 
poor, saint and sinner. He was both an advocate and a pleader. At 
first his fortunes ebbed and flowed with the general economic tides of 
the community. His mastery of the spoken word, however, soon won 
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for him a commanding place at the bar. This he maintained with 
increasing power and influence until 1913 when he was named to the 
Superior Court bench. The balance of his days were spent in the dis­
charge of the duties of this most important position. No office in the 
State affords quite the opportunity for genuine, unadvertised, public 
service as that of Judge of our Superior Courts. 

The Superior Court judge comes in intimate contact with the life of 
the people. It is a great thing to have power; it is an awful thing to 
use it. No one appreciated this more than did J"udge Bond. In one 
of his first courts, when he came to sentence a youthful offender, he used 
an expression which is recalled even to this day. He remarked that in 
his long experience in the criminal courts of the First Judicial District 
he had "literally waded through an ocean of tears." He was gentle with 
the first offender, kind to the downtrodden, and gave an attentive ear to 
those who stood in need of help. He often said that if he ever imposed 
a death ~entence, and the Supreme Court should later hold the evidence 
insufficint to cany the case to the jury, he would resign his position on 
the bench. This statement, now recalled, gives clear indication of where 
his sympathies lay. His kindness of heart was his crowning virtue. 

Judge Bond had an engaging sense of humor which seemed never to 
fail him. When some ruling of his was reversed by the Supreme Court, 
which was seldom, or a new trial was granted in a case which he tried, 
he was wont to remark with a smile: "Just think of the mistakes I 
have made which will never be brought to the attention of those gentle­
men. Furthermore, I know the members of the Supreme Court. They 
are all good lawyers, good enough at least to make sure of their own 
calling. Why if they should affirm every case, the State would soon 
conclude there was no need for the Court, and the reformers would 
surely set about to abolish it." And then with a twinkle in his eye he 
would add: "And I might join them." 

We have listened with appreciation to the faithful tribute which his 
friend and ours has paid him today. He has made him live again in 
memory for a time. 

We are glad to receive this splendid portrait. The Marshal will see 
that it is assigned to its appropriate place, and these proceedings will be 
published in the forthcoming volume of the Reports. 


