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ACCEPTANCE OF WILLIAM MARION BOND FORTRAIT.

for him a commanding place at the bar. This he maintained with
increasing power and influence until 1913 when he was named to the
Superior Court bench. The balance of his days were spent in the dis-
charge of the duties of this most important position. No office in the
State affords quite the opportunity for genuine, unadvertised, public
service as that of Judge of our Superior Courts.

The Superior Court judge comes in intimate contact with the life of
the people. It is a great thing to have power; it is an awful thing to
use it. No one appreciated this more than did Judge Bond. In one
of his first courts, when he came to sentence a youthful offender, he used
an expression which is recalled even to this day. He remarked that in
his long experience in the criminal courts of the First Judicial District
he had “literally waded through an ocean of tears.” He was gentle with
the first offender, kind to the downtrodden, and gave an attentive ear to
those who stood in need of help. He often said that if he ever imposed
a death sentence, and the Supreme Court should later hold the evidence
insuflicint to carry the case to the jury, he would resign his position on
the bench. This statement, now recalled, gives clear indication of where
his sympathies lay. His kindness of heart was his crowning virtue.

Judge Bond had an engaging sense of humor which seemed never to
fail him, When some ruling of his was reversed by the Supreme Court,
which was seldom, or a new trial was granted in a case which he tried,
he was wont to remark with a smile: “Just think of the mistakes I
have made which will never be brought to the attention of those gentle-
men. Furthermore, I know the members of the Supreme Court. They
are all good lawyers, good enough at least to make sure of their own
calling. Why if they should affirm every case, the State would soon
conclude there was no need for the Court, and the reformers would
surely set about to abolish it.” And then with a twinkle in his eye he
would add: “And I might join them.”

We have listened with appreciation to the faithful tribute which his
friend and ours has paid him today. He has made him live again in
memory for a time.

We are glad to receive this splendid portrait. The Marshal will see
that it is assigned to its appropriate place, and these proceedings will be
published in the forthcoming volume of the Reports.



