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aligned himself with that wing of the Party sometimes designated as 
the "Progressive," which was led in the campaign of 1908 by W. W. 
Kitchin, of Person County. When Kitchin became a candidate for 
Governor he persuaded Manning to assume the management of his 
campaign. Headquarters for Kitchin were opened in Durham many 
months before the Democratic Convention assembled in Charlotte on 
June 24, 1908. He displayed great skill and political acumen in assist
ing in the alignment of the Kitchin forces over the State, and at the 
Convention in Charlotte in June 1908, after a long and bitter contest, 
the militant forces led by Manning succeeded in nominating Kitchin 
for Governor. 

In 1909, when Justice Henry Groves Connor was appointed United 
States District Judge for the Eastern District of North Carolina, Judge 
Manning was appointed by Governor Kitchin to fill the vacancy on 
the Supreme Court occasioned by Judge Connor's resignation. The 
co-partnership that had existed between Judge Manning and H. A. 
Foushee since its formation in 1893 was dissolved. Judge Manning took 
office on June 3, 1909, and served until January 1911. He came to the 
Bench at the height of his physical and mental faculties. His wide and 
varied experience at the Bar, his knowledge of the decided cases, 
enabled him to ably discharge the duties of this high office. He main
tained the high standard established by those who had preceded him 
as members of this Court. His opinions are found in Volumes 151, 
152, 153 and 154 of the North Carolina Reports. 

In January 1911 he again resumed the practice of law in Durham, 
North Carolina, where he was associated with R. O. Everett, Esq., 
under the firm name of Manning and Everett. This partnership con
tinued until February 1913, when he and former Governor Kitchen 
both moved to Raleigh, where they engaged in the general practice of 
law under the firm name of Manning and Kitchin. 

In 1916 he was again called to high office, when nominated and 
elected Attorney General of the State of North Carolina. This office 
was held by him for two successive terms at the end of which he 
refused to be a ca'ndidate for a third term. After Governor Kitchin's 
health failed and he retired from the practice of law, Judge Manning 
formed a partnership with Governor Bickett, who had just completed 
his term of office as Governor. This association lasted for less than a 
year, due to the sudden death of Governor Bickett. In the Spring of 1922 
his oldest son, John Hall Manning, joined him in the practice of law 
under the firm name of Manning and Manning, which association con
tinued until his death on July 28, 1938. 

During a long and successful career, Judge Manning held numerous 
positions of trust and responsibility, notably among them Trustee of 
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the University of North Carolina for many years, where he served on 
its Executive Committee. His life wa's characterized by right living and 
high thinking. He was a typical example of the best in North Carolina 
Citizenship. 

It has been truthfully said that the Supreme Court of North Caro
lina, from its organization, has justly held the respect and confidence 
of the people more steadfastly than any other branch of the State 
Government. This is partly due to its power and the fact that it is the 
head of one of the departments in Government established by the 
Oonstitution. It is chiefly due, however, to the character and ability 
of the Judges who have been members of this Court. They have per
formed the duties of their office so ably and impartially that they have 
endeared themselves to the State and are justly entitled to be numbered 
among its great builders. Their names will be revered as long as the 
profession which they ennobled shall endure. 

Judge },iIanning contributed greatly to this rich heritage. His por
trait is presented by his devoted daughter so that it may take its 
proper place among the portraits of other distinguished and beloved 
Judges of North Carolina. 

REMARKS OF CHIEF JUSTICE STACY. UPON ACCEPTING THE 
PORTRAIT OF THE LATE ASSOCIATt:: JUSTICE JAMES S. 
MANNING IN THE SUPREME COURTROOM. 11 APRIL. 1950. 

The Court is pleased to receive this splendid portrait of the late 
Associate Justice James S. Manning, who sat as a member of this 
Court from June 1909 to December 31, 1910. His opinions appear in 
Volumes 151 to 154, of the Supreme Court Reports and clearly reyeal 
his quality of mind and the careful student that he was. Closely rea
soned, well written and always to the point, they go to make up his 
contribution to the Judicial Annals of North Carolina. 

In addition, Justice Manning was associated with the Court as 
Attorney General from 1917 to 1925. Add to this his more than fifty 
years at the Durham and Raleigh Bars, and a record of solid achieve
ment emerges which entitles him to a permanent place in the anna1s 
of his time. We are glad to have him return to us in remembrance 
today. 

The Marshal will see that the portrait is hung in its appropriate 
place, and these proceedings will be published in the forthcoming yolume 
of the Reports. 


