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Denny is survived by eight grandchildren. He would be so
proud and happy if he were physically present with us today.
In a real sense, his spirit abides and pervades this occasion.

After Denny’s death, many of the organizations with which
he had been associated adopted resolutions of appreciation and
condolence. The General Assembly of North Carolina at its 1973
Session adopted a joint resolution of appreciation and con-
dolence in which the following accurate appraisal of our be-
loved friend and former Chief Justice appears:

“Emery B. Denny exemplified the highest qualities of in-
tegrity and responsibility in both his public and private life,
contributing quietly and effectively to the improvement and
functioning of the society in which he lived, and elevating and
enriching the lives of those with whom he was associated.”

In closing it seems appropriate to repeat the following
portion of a prayer offered at Denny’s funeral service:

“We remember with gratitude his confidence in the power
of truth, his inflexible integrity clothed in gentleness, his sys-
tematic and thorough work in church and state, and his pure
purpose to do justly and to walk humbly with Thee.”

The time has come for the unveiling of the portrait. This
will be done by Betty Brandt Williamson, granddaughter of
the late Chief Justice Denny, who will be escorted for this
purpose by the Honorable Adrian J. Newton, the Clerk of this
Court and a long-time friend and fellow churchman of Emery
Byrd Denny.
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REMARKS OF CHIEF JUSTICE SUSIE SHARP IN
ACCEPTING THE PORTRAIT OF THE LATE
CHIEF JUSTICE EMERY BYRD DENNY

We are grateful to Chief Justice Bobbitt for the extensive
research and discerning interpretation of the events and rela-
tionships which molded the life of Chief Justice Denny. With
oils, on canvas the late Miss Irene Price painted his physical
likeness ; with words fitly spoken, Chief Justice Bobbitt has por-
trayed the qualities and traits which made Chief Justice Denny
the Christian gentleman, legal scholar, and patriot we all knew
him to be. No man ever loved this State more unselfishly
than did he. When he spoke, in almost reverent tones, of “the
North Carolina way”’—as he often did—he meant that both
public officials and private citizens were expected to plow a
straight furrow and that public morality must meet the highest
standards of private morality. To him a public office was indeed
a public trust.

During two terms of this Court—the Fall Term 1960 and
the Spring Term 1961—our junior justice, the Honorable
James G. Exum, Jr., had the good fortune to be associated with
Justice Denny as his law clerk. Justice Lake and I are the only
members of the present Court who were privileged to serve with
“Judge” Denny, as he was affectionately called by all who
knew him. It was he who administered the oath of office to
both of us. He swore me in as his junior justice only moments
after he himself had taken the office as chief justice, and it is
with difficulty that I refrain from speaking of his kindness
and consideration. However, these were innate characteristics
of the man whom Judge Bobbitt has described in his informa-
tive and impressive memorial, and I would not attempt “to add
another hue to the rainbow.”

The Court expresses its thanks to the Denny family for
this very fine portrait. It will be hung on a wall of this chamber,
where it will be an inspiration to us and to our successors.
The record of these proceedings will be added to the minutes
of the Court and printed in the North Carolina Reports.



