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likely would have been present if he had retained his seat as the 
Court's Senior Associate Justice for another 8 years, to be the fifth 
person from Halifax County to serve as Court's Chief Justice. But he 
faced his election defeat with dignity and grace and respect for the 
vote of the people. He felt that the people had spoken and he deter
mined to move on and see what life held in store for him. 

It was then that he got another call from Jim Hunt, who had 
returned to the governor's office. Upon leaving the Supreme Court at 
the end of 1994, Justice Meyer was appointed by Governor Hunt to 
be a Special Superior Court Judge, and he served as a Superior Court 
Judge until his retirement from the bench in 1999. It was a great 
honor to my father to have the opportunity to serve as a Superior 
Court Judge. He often mentioned to others that now he was going to 
be a "real judge." 

During his long career on the Supreme Court, he made friends 
with many of our State's Superior Court Judges. He was a fre
quent speaker at Superior Court Judges' conferences. He recog
nized the difficulties that Superior Court Judges face during trial, 
and he appreciated the fact that when the Supreme Court issued an 
opinion to reverse a Superior COUlt Judge's ruling made during a 
trial, the Supreme Court had ample opportunity to research and 
deliberate its decision, while the Superior Court Judge often had no 
such opportunity. 

When he began serving as a Superior Court Judge, Judge Meyer 
reflected back on a statement that his old friend Phil Carlton made 
to him when he joined Justice Carlton on the Supreme Court. Justice 
Carlton had been the Chief District Court Judge of the Seventh Judi
cial District before he began serving our State on a statewide basis. 
He told my father that he would rather be a Chief District Court 
Judge than a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. He felt that as Chief 
District Court Judge he was performing the true function of a judge, 
he was closer to the administration of justice, and he could see the 
impact his decisions had on the lives of the people and the families 
in the area where he lived. He told my father that he felt he was mak
ing the greatest contribution a lawyer could make during his service 
as a trial judge. 

My father had this same belief about his service as a Superior 
Court Judge. 

In his life away from the bench, Louis Meyer was a loving and 
devoted husband to his wife of 43 years, Evelyn, a loving father to his 
children, and devoted grandfather to his grandson, Philip. 
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Justice Meyer was a sportsman. He loved to hunt and fish. One of 
his greatest joys in life was his membership in the "Deacon Fishing 
Bunch," a group of Wake Forest law school alumni that includes 
a number of judges from the state and federal benches in our 
State. They go fishing twice a year at Durant Island near the mouth 
of the Alligator River, and they call themselves the "Old and Bold." 
Chief Justice Lake is a member of the Old and Bold. My father cher
ished the fellowship and camaraderie he shared with this special 
group of friends. 

And their tradition of going fishing has been passed down to 
their sons. We have our own division of the "Deacon Fishing Bunch" 
that we call the "Lean and Mean." As you can see, I needed special 
permission to be a member. 

Justice Meyer was a man of faith. He was a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Wilson, where he served on the Board of Deacons 
and the Board of Trustees and was a Sunday School teacher for over 
25 years. His devotion to his brothers and sisters in the Church had 
no limitations. He was especially close to the members of his Sunday 
School class with whom he shared the bonds of faith and fellowship 
for more than 30 years. 

His faith in God was a cornerstone of his strong sense of 
justice. The short and simple verse of scripture that appears on his 
gravestone says it best. From the Book of Micah, Chapter 6, Verse 8, 
it reads: 

"What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God." 

Everyone in the Church benefitted from his wisdom, his leader
ship, and his kindness. And I believe that all of our State's citizens 
have benefitted from his contributions to our justice system. 

At the end of his life, Justice Meyer fought a courageous 
battle with cancer. Even as he struggled with the symptoms and the 
treatments, he worked with lawyers to get final orders completed 
and filed in his cases. He eventually lost that battle and died on 
Christmas Day in 1999. 

Let me close by telling you about the portrait of Justice Meyer 
that will be unveiled in a moment. The portrait was created by 
Raleigh artist Rebecca Patman Chandler. She is also the artist who 
created the portrait of Chief Justice Joseph Branch, which hangs in 
this courtroom. When my father's portrait is unveiled in a moment, 
Justice Meyer will once again look up to the man he looked up to and 
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admired for so many years, and the two old friends and colleagues 
will once again gaze upon each other in this courtroom where they 
worked together to advance the cause of justice in this State. 

N ow, I will ask my sister Shannon Cave and my brother Adam 
Meyer to come forward and unveil the portrait of our father, a man 
who touched so many lives with his genuine kindness and wise coun
sel, and a man whose contributions and service to this Court and the 
citizens of this State will always be remembered and treasured, Jus
tice Louis B. Meyer. 

Thank you. 

ACCEPTANCE OF JUSTICE MEYER'S PORTRAIT 
BY CHIEF JUSTICE LAKE 

On Behalf of the Supreme Court, it is my pleasure to accept this 
beautiful portrait to be placed in the permanent collection of por
traits of former Associate Justices in the halls of the Supreme Court 
Building. The portrait was done by Rebecca Patman Chandler. I 
direct the Clerk to hang the portrait of Justice Meyer with all due 
speed. 


