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Justice Meyer was a sportsman. He loved to hunt and fish. One of
his greatest joys in life was his membership in the “Deacon Fishing
Bunch,” a group of Wake Forest law school alumni that includes
a number of judges from the state and federal benches in our
State. They go fishing twice a year at Durant Island near the mouth
of the Alligator River, and they call themselves the “Old and Bold.”
Chief Justice Lake is a member of the Old and Bold. My father cher-
ished the fellowship and camaraderie he shared with this special
group of friends.

And their tradition of going fishing has been passed down to
their sons. We have our own division of the “Deacon Fishing Bunch”
that we call the “Lean and Mean.” As you can see, I needed special
permission to be a member.

Justice Meyer was a man of faith. He was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Wilson, where he served on the Board of Deacons
and the Board of Trustees and was a Sunday School teacher for over
25 years. His devotion to his brothers and sisters in the Church had
no limitations. He was especially close to the members of his Sunday
School class with whom he shared the bonds of faith and fellowship
for more than 30 years.

His faith in God was a cornerstone of his strong sense of
justice. The short and simple verse of scripture that appears on his
gravestone says it best. From the Book of Micah, Chapter 6, Verse 8,
it reads:

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”

Everyone in the Church benefitted from his wisdom, his leader-
ship, and his kindness. And I believe that all of our State’s citizens
have benefitted from his contributions to our justice system.

At the end of his life, Justice Meyer fought a courageous
battle with cancer. Even as he struggled with the symptoms and the
treatments, he worked with lawyers to get final orders completed
and filed in his cases. He eventually lost that battle and died on
Christmas Day in 1999.

Let me close by telling you about the portrait of Justice Meyer
that will be unveiled in a moment. The portrait was created by
Raleigh artist Rebecca Patman Chandler. She is also the artist who
created the portrait of Chief Justice Joseph Branch, which hangs in
this courtroom. When my father’s portrait is unveiled in a moment,
Justice Meyer will once again look up to the man he looked up to and
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admired for so many years, and the two old friends and colleagues
will once again gaze upon each other in this courtroom where they
worked together to advance the cause of justice in this State.

Now, I will ask my sister Shannon Cave and my brother Adam
Meyer to come forward and unveil the portrait of our father, a man
who touched so many lives with his genuine kindness and wise coun-
sel, and a man whose contributions and service to this Court and the
citizens of this State will always be remembered and treasured, Jus-
tice Louis B. Meyer.

Thank you.

ACCEPTANCE OF JUSTICE MEYER'S PORTRAIT
BY CHIEF JUSTICE LAKE

On Behalf of the Supreme Court, it is my pleasure to accept this
beautiful portrait to be placed in the permanent collection of por-
traits of former Associate Justices in the halls of the Supreme Court
Building. The portrait was done by Rebecca Patman Chandler. I
direct the Clerk to hang the portrait of Justice Meyer with all due
speed.



