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ECOURTS PROVISIONS IN THE RECENTLY-RELEASED STATE BUDGET

SECTION 18A.21.(a) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall establish a strategic plan
for the design and implementation of its e-Courts information technology initiative by February
1, 2016. The e-Courts initiative, when fully implemented, will provide for the automation of all
court processes, including the electronic filing, retrieval, and processing of documents. The
strategic plan shall:

(1) Clearly articulate the requirements for the e-Courts system, including well-defined
milestones, costs parameters, and performance measures.

(2) Prioritize the funding needs for implementation of the various elements of the system, after
consultation with the e-Courts advisory committee established by subsection (c) of this section.
(3) Identify any potential issues that may arise in the development of the system and plans for
mitigating those issues.

(4) Address the potential for incorporating any currently existing resources into the e-Courts
system.

SECTION 18A.21.(b) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall report quarterly beginning
November 1, 2015, to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Justice and Public Safety
and the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Information Technology on the development,
implementation, and specific costs of the strategic plan required by subsection (a) of this section
and on any changes in the projected costs for implementing the e-Courts system or the schedule
for implementation. The report shall also provide an accounting of the use of funds appropriated
in this act for development of the e-Courts initiative.

SECTION 18A.21.(c) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall establish an e-Courts
advisory committee consisting of clerks of superior court, judges, district attorneys, public
defenders, and representatives of the State Bar in order to ensure that, in the development and
implementation of the strategic plan required by subsection (a) of this section, it has the input
and advice of those stakeholders in the e-Courts system and the benefit of the various
stakeholders' expertise on the information technology needs of the courts. The advisory
committee shall be guided by an executive steering committee.

SECTION 18A.21.(d) Upon completion of the strategic plan required by subsection (a) of this
section, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall issue a Request for Information (RFI) for a
contractor to provide the e-Courts system as outlined in the strategic plan. The Administrative
Office of the Courts shall evaluate the responses to the RFI before issuing a Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the e-Courts system.
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