
Court Reporting and Captioning Week
WHEREAS, for millennia, individuals have desired the spoken word to be translated into text 
for the purposes of accurately reporting history; to accomplish this task, they have relied on 
scribes; and

WHEREAS, scribes were present with America’s founding fathers as the Declaration of 
Independence and Bill of Rights were drafted; President Lincoln also entrusted scribes to 
record the Emancipation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, since the advent of shorthand machines and voice writing tools, these scribes of 
judicial proceedings have been known as court reporters and have played a permanent and 
invaluable role in courtrooms across our country; and

WHEREAS, those with the skills of court reporters and captioners are responsible for much 
of the closed captioning seen scrolling across television screens, at sporting stadiums, and in 
other community and educational settings, bringing information to millions of deaf and hard-
of-hearing Americans every day; and

WHEREAS, court reporters transform the spoken word into text and preserve the history in 
our civil and criminal courtrooms, including producing in 2025 over 400,000 pages of transcripts 
from trials and other court proceedings, ensuring that proper appellate review can occur and 
that justice is preserved throughout our great state; 

Whether referred to as the scribes of yesterday or the court reporters and captioners of 
today, we are grateful for the individuals who preserve our nation’s history;

 I hereby recognize the court reporters in our state during Court Reporting and Captioning 
week celebrated February 7 – 14, 2026. 

Paul Newby, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of North Carolina


