
Paul Newby, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of 

 
North Carolina

Human Trafficking Awareness Month January 2023 
Human Trafficking Awareness Day January 11, 2023

WHEREAS, human trafficking is a public safety, personal liberty, and public health issue which denies the human 
dignity and freedom of victims regardless of race, religion, gender, age, citizenship, or socio-economic status; and 

WHEREAS, the crime of human trafficking occurs when a person is recruited, harbored, obtained, or transported 
through force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of sexual or labor exploitation, involuntary servitude, or debt 
bondage, or when any commercial sex act is committed upon a person who has not reached 18 years of age; and

WHEREAS, the National Human Trafficking Hotline as well as partner agencies within North Carolina note a 
significant increase in reports regarding familial trafficking and ongoing vulnerabilities of families due to the 
opioid epidemic, persistent impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and other socio-economic factors; and  

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force reports an increase in cyber tips 
from a total of 4,930 in 2019 to 17,591 in 2022 as of October 1; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission, as the legislatively mandated leader of anti-
human trafficking efforts in the state, and the North Carolina Judicial Branch continue to strengthen 
partnerships and support efforts to build awareness of the many forms of human trafficking, to protect and 
serve victims and survivors, and to increase the prevention and prosecution of these egregious crimes; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission is charged with examining and combating human 
trafficking, funding and facilitating research, creating measurement, assessment, and accountability measures, 
informing and educating law enforcement personnel, social service providers, and the general public, suggesting 
new policies, procedures, and legislation, developing regional response teams, and identifying gaps in law 
enforcement or service provision and recommending solutions; and

WHEREAS, Human Trafficking Awareness Month provides an opportunity to recognize that all North 
Carolinians can make a difference in the prevention of this crime and in the creation of solutions that address it 
and serve victims and survivors;

NOW, THEREFORE, I do hereby proclaim January 2023 as “HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS MONTH”  and January 
11, 2023 as “HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY,” for the Judicial Branch of the State of North Carolina.   


